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A famous face at LVC: Author and Poet Michael Rosen took part in a
day of activities at the school, see Marsh Mail on page 3

Granta Medical Practices update

AS T 'write this, the NHS is again in the throes of extreme winter pressures due to high
levels of infectious diseases such as Flu, Covid, RSV and Norovirus. You can help stop
the spread by following the three C’s:

CLEAN: wash your hands often, using soap and warm water or use an alcohol-based
hand rub;

COVER: cover your mouth and nose when you cough and sneeze. Use a tissue or your
upper sleeve, not your hands;

CONTAIN: if you get sick, stay at home until you’re well again. Try not to spread your
germs to others.

Don’t forget you can treat many minor illnesses at home with a well-stocked medicine
cabinet. Colds and coughs, sore throats, and upset stomachs can all be treated by
having a supply of health care essentials such as pain relief (paracetamol/ibuprofen),
cough and sore throat remedies, a first aid kit, upset stomach treatment, rehydration
treatment and heartburn/indigestion treatment.

And finally ... it isn’t too late to get a Flu jab — they are available until the end of
March — just give us a ring to book your appointment!

Wishing you all a safe and healthy February.
Sandra East
Head of Patient Services

Local bus drivers
tackling abuse

CAMBRIDGESHIRE’S biggest bus operator has
revealed some of the initial experiences of its
drivers in standing up against Violence Against
Women and Girls (VAWG).

Stagecoach East’s buses officially became places
of refuge for people in fear of abuse. Under the
scheme, the operator’s existing safeguarding
procedures are being enhanced with additional
training so that drivers recognise people who are
in vulnerable situations either on or off the bus
and have received guidance in how to offer help.
Darren Roe, Managing Director of Stagecoach
East said, “The message remains the same as it
was at launch: your local bus is a place of safety.
I would encourage anyone who is in fear or
abuse, either on the bus or if they see a bus, to
make themselves known to the driver, who will
try to help them. Even after only the first few
months, we have already had numerous incidents
where drivers have intervened to stop abuse
against women, and their actions have absolutely
kept them safe on our vehicles. These have
ranged from young women feeling safe seeing
our destination messages, diverting a bus service
to take a vulnerable woman to a safe area, and
also making a direct intervention to keep
predators away from a young girl, one of whom
was arrested.”

If a driver recognises that a passenger is in fear of

BUSES & BUSINESSES.
AGAINST ABUSE

Darren Roe, Managing Director of
Stagecoach East

abuse, they have been given a range of options
to help. These are called the ‘5 D’s’ and include
delegating, by involving others, distracting, and
delaying until it is safe to challenge.
All Stagecoach East buses now display BAA
stickers with QR codes by their entrance doors,
designating them as safe spaces and all our
buses have multiple cameras, so cases of abuse
will be recorded and =reported.

Stephen Kiely
Stagecoach East

Linton and Brinkley Rangers present
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Friday 28th February 7pm ngARvg CHURCH
Eyes down 7:30pm

. Doors Open at 6:30pm - First QuesKonat
Linton Infant School hall

7:00pm
£7 including 4 games, and cakes at half time Raffle, Chilli & Baked Potatoes £10/ person
To book a spot please email

Bring your own Drink, Glassesand Nibbles
1stlintonrangerunit@gmail.com

QUIZ NIGHT

In Aid of TheFriends of StMary’s

A

Teamsof up to 6 Book via
info@friendsofstmaryslinton.org.uk
or 01223 892160

Profit towards international trips in 2025 and 2026

See article on page 3 See article on page 2

Parents strolling for sanity

The group meets regularly and is a great way for new parents to socialise and exercise
A NEW walking group is offering vital support to parents in and around Saffron Walden. Blaze
Trails Saffron Walden is aimed at parents and their babies, and plans local walks (within 30 minutes
of the town). They hope to get more parents outside, whatever the weather, for a free activity,
providing a much-needed boost for parents and babies.

The group was set up by Lizzy Johnson and Lydia Stone, who met during antenatal classes. The
walks take place on Fridays as both Lizzy and Lydia are now back at work, but they'd welcome new
organisers to the team to widen their offer. “We try to organise a range of walks,” says Lizzy, mum to
Charlie, aged 11 months. “Our longer walks are designed for baby-carrying in slings or backpacks,
but we stop for nappy breaks or to feed the babies. We post a description of each walk so parents can
decide if it's for them.” Blaze Trails is a national organisation, and uses the Mighty Networks group
to share details of walks. “We don't post full details publicly,” explains Lydia, mum to Finn.

A recent study published in the British Journal of Sports Medicine highlighted the impact of exercise
in reducing postpartum depression. “We hope that our walks will give people the chance to talk,
share their experiences and enjoy being outside”, added Lizzy.

After a break for Christmas, the next walk is on March 7" in Linton.

If you'd like to join, visit community.blazetrails.org.uk

Lizzy Johnson

Cambridge Art Makers unveil half term courses

HAPPY New Year from Cambridge Makers! Our new term is now underway at our workshop and
studio and we have lots of lovely short courses in store this year; old favourites and some exciting
new ones, including our Family Editions. These are a wonderful opportunity for adults and children
to get creative together in a fun and friendly environment. This February we’re offering felting,
printing, glass work and weaving courses; our familiar favourites in slightly shorter formats for
slightly shorter attention spans! Aimed at younger people aged 8 and above attending with an adult.
A chance for everyone to use professional tools and materials, this is an opportunity to introduce
children and adults to a variety of craft practices on an equal footing so they can learn together! As
well as being a lovely and fun thing to do, it also introduces children to professional art practices and
activities that may benefit them in the future. Come and join us!

Rosemary Bangham
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Reader Writes

Dear Editor

The family of the late Maurice Edward Biggs wish to
express their sincere gratitude for all the kind expressions
of sympathy and support extended to them following their
recent very sad loss. Many thanks also to those who
attended the funeral service to pay their last respects, and
for the donations to the British Heart Foundation made in
Maurice’s memory.

Sheila, Julia & Heather Biggs

Sonare sing at Hildersham

OUR third concert in support of the Friends of Holy
Trinity Church, Hildersham is on Saturday 22" March at
7.30pm. This will be given by the professional vocal
ensemble Sonare Choir, with one voice to a part:
Soprano, Mezzo-Soprano, Tenor and Bass, singing
unaccompanied. The title of their programme is Elements;
it includes works by Mozart and Britten as well as more
popular songs and folk songs such as Linden Lea.

For more information contact Athene Hunt,
huntcam2015@gmail.com .
Athene Hunt

Lent Lunches in Linton 2025

LENT Lunches are once more in our thoughts and here
are the details in your diary. There is no need to book, just
come along. Every lunch is in a warm and welcoming
home venue.

At the lunches there will be a choice of two delicious
homemade soups, fresh bread/baguette and cheese and
coffee.

This year we are also meeting on a Tuesday and Thursday
to accommodate people who have commitments on our
usual Wednesday. The lunches run from 12-2 as a guide,
since we often run so we can sit and chat over coffee.

Date Host Address
Thursday Celia & George 37 Back Road,
13" March Fisher CB21 4LG
Wednesday Judy & Keith 11 Mill Lane,
19" March Nightingale CB21 4JY
Wednesday Jo George 89 High Street,
26" March CB214JT
Wednesday Judith & Richard |10 Market Lane,
2m April Tonry CB21 4HU
Tuesday Margaret & Brian |Richmonds,
8" April Cox 65 High Street,
CB21 4HS
Wednesday Janice & Brian St Mary’s Pavilion
16" April Grey (behind church)
CB21 4JX

Everyone is welcome. There is no charge for the lunch,
but donations would be welcome for this year’s chosen
charity which is the local Arthur Rank Hospice. Please
Gift Aid your donation if you can do so.

Celia Fisher 01223 893839

Headscratcher 7

HOW many people does it take for there to be better than
an even chance that two people share the same star sign?
A self obvious answer is 13 - but not so...

An interesting follow-on from this; there are 8760 hours
in a year. How many people as a minimum,

would share the same birth hour? Just have a think, the
answer will be given next time.

Answer to Headscratcher 6
Fill the 2.5 L container. Fill 1.5 L container from it and
empty the 1.5 L container. Then pour 1L remaining in the
2.5 L container into 1.5 L container (leaving a 0.51 gap).
Fill 2.5 L container again. Fill 1.5 L container from the
2.5 L container (transferring 0.5 L) leaving 2 L behind in
the 2.5 L container.

Aspasia
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Linton Jazz at Haverhill Arts Centre

LINTON Jazz is a 30-plus Big Band that was established
in Linton 27 years ago. Over the years the band has
performed many free concerts for numerous different
charities. These charities include all the local schools, St
Mary’s Church, Bartlow Walk, Cancer Research, Anthony
Nolan, Save the Children, Oxfam and Arthur Rank
Hospice to name just a few. The band has raised over
£360,000 for these charities.

The next concert on Sunday afternoon March 2™ at the
Arts Theatre Haverhill is a celebration of all things Linton
Jazz and a celebration of Big Band Music.

Please buy your tickets from the Arts Theatre for a
fabulous afternoon of toe-tapping tunes.
Karen Sanderson (MD)

February bin collection dates
Black: Wednesdays 12%, 26
Blue: Wednesdays 5, 19
Green: Wednesday 5" only

Hadstock Silver Band returns to St Mary’s

MUSIC lovers are in for a treat as the Hadstock Silver
Band returns for a highly anticipated Winter Concert. The
performance will take place at the beautiful St Mary’s
Church on Saturday, 8" February, starting at 7.00pm.

This delightful evening promises an enchanting selection
of music from the acclaimed band, known for their
captivating performances and rich sound. Tickets are
priced at £12.50, which includes refreshments to make
the experience even more enjoyable.

For advance tickets, please contact Sue Ellis at 01223
892257 or Charlotte Dodd via email at
events@stmaryslinton.org.uk. Tickets will also be
available on the door. Don’t miss this wonderful
opportunity to enjoy a magical evening of music in the
charming setting of St Mary’s Church.

Charlotte Dodd

Village Diary

A round up of dates from this edition
Please check with organisers before attending
weekly events

FEBRUARY

Mon3  Abington Gardening Club, 7.30pm
Tued  Scrabble Club 10 -12pm

Abington Institute
Pavilion, St Mary's Church

Dust off those brain cells

Tickets are going fast for the Friends Quiz on Saturday
15" February. Book now to avoid disappointment for
what promises to be a very good night

Judith Tonry

Thu6  ACE Soup and Roll Lunch, 12.30pm Sports Pavilion
Sat § Hadstock Silver Band Concert, 7.30pm St Mary's Church
Tuell  Camsight Meeting, 2pm Chalklands Comm. Centre
Wed 12 Author Talk, 2pm Library
Thu13  Linton Roots, 6pm Dog and Duck
Frild  Valentine Craft Session, 2 - 4pm Library
Sat 15  Coffee Moming 10 - 12pm St Mary's Church
Sat 15  Quiz Night, 6.30pm St Mary's Church
Mon 17 'W. Wickham Gardening Club, 7.30pm W. Wickham Village Hall
Tue 18 Scrabble Club 10 -12pm Pavilion, St Mary's Church
Tue18  Story and Crafts - under 5s, 10.30 - 12.30pm Library
Tue18  Historical Society, 7.30pm Village Hall
Friday 21 Daylight Readers, 10.30am & 2.30pm Library
Sun23  Convoy4Ukraine Afternoon Tea, 3 - 5pm St Mary's Church
Fri28  Bingo and Bakes, Tpm Infant School
MARCH
Sun2  Linton Jazz Concert, 2pm Arts Theatre, Haverhill
WEEKLY
Monday ~ Mini Movers, 10 - 11.30am Cathodeon Centre
Tuesday  Duplo Club, 10 - 11am Library
Knit and Natter, 2 - 4pm Library
Wednesday Wam Hub, | - 4pm Sports Pavilion
IT Club, 5 - Tpm Library
Let's Run Girls, 7pm LVC
Thursday Stay and Play, 10 - 11.30am Cathodeon Centre
Baby Group, | - 2.30pm Cathodeon Centre
Games Aftermoon, 2 - 4pm Library
Friday ~ Duplo Club, I1 - 12pm Library

Badminton Club, 8 - 10pm

Comm. Sports Centre, LVC

RJ Fencing of
Linton

Your local fencing company

>New fencing and repairs
>Hedgehog friendly fencing
>No job too big or small

>Free quotations and estimates
>Landscaping services
>Licensed waste carriers
>Friendly professional service

Enquiries call
Jason 07719895149
rjifencinglinton@gmail.com

ProClean

‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355

74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

PEAR & OLIVE

RESTAURANT

UNDER NEW
OWNERSHIP

Hildersham, High Street
CB21 6BU

Open
Wednesday to Saturday
6pm to 10:30pm

Book online to
guarantee a table:

www.pearandolive.co.uk

KJL Roofing

All roofing repairs, lead-
work, renewal of pitched or

Free estimates before any

G. DYE & SONS
GENERAL BUILDERS,
GROUNDWORK & MAINTENANCE,
CONSERVATORIES & UPVC WINDOWS, KITCHEN &
BATHROOM REFITS

ALSO INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATING
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

For enquiries please call
Mobile:
07961 342887
Tel: 01223 892089

georgedye738 @btconnect.com

94 High Street, Linton, CB214 JT

A &R

PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering

flat roofs undertaken:
New guttering Plasterboarding
repairs/unblocking Rendering

No job too small
30+ years experience

work commenced Free estimates

25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542

Tel: 01223890228
Mob: 07958 618440 | LR AL X742 2)

Cambridge

Art Makers
A friendly and inspiring
workshop and studio.
Expert tutors offering a

diverse array of dynamic,
engaging creative courses.

7 &

The Garden Room, rear of

|~
Make time for Making!

Claim your creativity it's
good for youl
6 Lintech Court, Linton

opening hours 10.00-5.00
Wednesdays -Saturdays

NOW OPEN

www.cambridgemakers.org
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Marsh Mail

WE were very honoured to welcome back author and poet Michael Rosen in
January (see picture on front page). Michael is a British children's author, poet,
presenter professor of children's literature in the Department of Educational Studies
at Goldsmiths, University of London. He has also served as Children's Laureate.
He conducted a series of workshops with different year groups. Michael gave a
poetry workshop to the whole of Year 7 where he told stories of his family's
experiences during the Second World War and the students worked together to
create some very moving poetry on themes of family, home, flight, empathy for

others and compassion. After lots of book signing and interactions with students and

staff, he worked with LVC dance company to plan a collaboration for a concert in
June. He finished the day writing protest song lyrics with GCSE musicians. At the
end of the day we had a visit from ITV who filmed an interview with Michael
Rosen performing his poems in our library, with the homework club looking on
silently. This was broadcast on ITV Evening News the same day. As well as
Michael’s visit, the cast of We Will Rock You (our latest school production) was
lucky enough to be given an all-day workshop from Richard 'Woody' Woodford,
alumnus of LVC and West End performer at the start of term. As well as directing
and giving feedback to the cast, he spoke about his career and in particular, the path
he has taken since leaving LVC. Thanks to the Friends of LVC for funding this
opportunity. We Will Rock You runs at LVC from 6% -8 February - tickets are now
on sale.

Helena Marsh
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Cast members and staff rehearsing for ‘We Will Rock You’ which starts in February.

Infant School news

TIME marches on and as I write this, I notice
that the evenings are becoming slightly longer!
Spring must be around the corner. You may have
seen us out and about on our Rudolph Ramble,
raising funds for Arthur Rank Hospice. I am
delighted to let you know that we raised an
amazing £1,324 for this local charity! Thank you
to everyone who supported us and well done to
the children who managed to walk a mile at the
end of the busiest term in school! As well as
many families coming to look round our school,
ready for September 2025, many of our current
Year 2 children have been to look round their
next school. The admissions window for those
children due to start with us in September 2025
has now closed and offers of places will be made
on 16" April 2025. Please watch out for
information regarding our New Parents Meeting
in May and opportunities for the children to
spend some time in school before September. 1
am also delighted to let you know that we are
running a Summer Holiday Club for the first two
and a half weeks of the summer holidays, along
with the training days in September before we
start back. This is open to children due to start
with us in September up to children who are
currently in Year 4. If you are interested in a
space, please do contact Miss Hicks in the
school office (01223 891421).

High Fives all round on
the Rudolph walk

Kelly Harries

Reach over 2400 homes in your local area.

Advertise Here

Prices for our standard size adverts
This size £129 for 6 months £246 for 12 months
Half size £78 for 6 months £144 for 12 months
Prices supplied on application for larger sizes

Email Judith on adverts.linton.news@gmail.com

Graphi designer
& mixed media artist

david@lzd.design

New year, new
headteacher

IT is with huge pride that I take on the role of
Headteacher at Linton Heights. Having been

Deputy Headteacher here for over 12 years, I have
loved getting to know the children, families and wider
community, as this forms such a big part of making
our school what it is.

During our January INSET day, all staff completed an
activity called ‘Treasure, Tweak and Trash’. This was
a great opportunity to make me and the other senior
leaders aware of any changes they would like to see;
and to communicate what they think makes LHJS
special. It has been very exciting to implement some
quick wins already, based on this feedback. We will
also be talking to pupils, parents and governors about
what they love about the school and what they think
could be tweaked to improve it. Whilst I can’t make
any promises and I can’t always please everyone, we
are really excited to make our school the best it can
be. If you have any feedback you would like to share
with me, to shape the future of our school, feel free to
email the office (office@lintonheightsjunior.org) to
arrange a meeting.

We had an exciting phone call from the Co-op on the
first day back, to let us know we had very kindly
been nominated to receive £5,000! They are not
allowed to disclose who nominated us but we would
really like to thank them. Watch this space for how we
spend it!

Caroline Webb

GirlGuiding

JANUARY is typically fairly quiet in Guiding
as we adjust into the new year. All of the units
in Linton have now started back for the new
year. Linton Brownies are spending this term
focusing on learning Skills for the future’
nowhere they are practicing using money,
doing some DIY, and trying their hand at
cooking. 2nd Linton Guides have been
cooking, celebrating the Lunar new year and
trying some candle painting.

Linton Rangers have joined forces with 1st
and 2nd Linton and Brinkley Guides and are
running a Bingo night on February 28" to
raise money for our upcoming international
trips to Amsterdam and California.
GirlGuiding is the UK’s largest charity for
girls and young women. We provide an
affordable space for all girls to learn new
skills, have adventures, make new friends and
have a huge amount of fun.

We help girls unleash their potential, boost
their confidence, and share the world around
them with others. We are always interested in
new volunteers who can help in any way, big
or small, but at the moment there is especially
a need at Guides on a Monday night in
Linton. We would also love to welcome any
new girls who want to get involved.

If you would like to register your interest in
either being a volunteer or becoming a Guide,
please get in touch. Go online to
girlguiding.org.uk or

email LintonDistrict@gmail.com

Maya and Megan
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MATT LAWRENCE
BUILDING SERVICES

- BRICKWORK

- EXTENSIONS

- PATIOS

- FLINTWORK

- PLASTERING

- WALL & FLOOR TILING

Dean Porter

Independent Mortgage Broker for Linton and the surrounding villages
Mortgage advice for all circumstances, call today to discuss your needs
07876 170716

dean@exf-mortgages.co.uk

www.excellencefinancial.co.uk

Priority given to businesses with a local contact or
address

®
WWW.LZD.DESIGN

07984 615289
MATTLAWRENCEBUILDINGSERVICES@GMAIL.COM

Excellence Financial is an appointed representative of The Right Mortgage Ltd which is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

or any other debts secured on it.

PLUMBLINE & SON

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE

OIL BOILER SERVICING & REPAIRS
Call John & Zach

01223 893903
Supcik@talktalk.net

Fully Qualified and Insured
City & Guilds / OFTEC Registered

Cityé&sg
Guilds

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.

Accountants

Established 1991

YOU BEAUTY

CAMBRIDGE

@cmape-rs

YOUR LOCAL

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business ¢ Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

©

HOME SELECTION

BEAUTY SALON

Checkus out at

Free initial consultation — no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham
Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

Friendly and Reliable Service

FREE MEASURING &

5 Balsham Road, Linton ESTIMATING
Cambrldge CB214LD All types of flooring
youbeautycambridge.co.uk available

Tel: 01223 893634
Mobile: 07885 173113

01223 668400
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Library News

A FRIENDLY welcome awaits you at Linton Library: come
and say hello to our new Library Assistant, Vicky; browse
our shelves in the warm; use our computers for free or
contribute to the jigsaw puzzle.

Author Talk: we have Jo Browning Wroe coming to give a
talk on Wednesday 12" February, 2pm at the Library. The
event is £5 so please book your place by contacting the
library or email: cambourne.referral@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Valentine Craft: drop-in session on Friday 14®, 2-4pm. This
event is aimed at children (with their parent/carer).

50 Things Story and Craft event: Tuesday 18, 10.30-
12.30pm. This event is aimed at children under 5 (with their
parent/carer). The event is free but please book your place by
contacting the library.

NEW Games Afternoon: weekly, Thursday 2-4pm. Come
and meet new people, learn to play Five Crowns (for
example); board/card games provided, or bring your
favourite to share.

IT Club: every Wednesday 5-7pm, knowledgeable
volunteers are here to offer help, including how to use the
Addenbrooke’s MyChart patient management software.

Duplo Clubs: weekly in term time, Tuesday 10-11am and
Friday 11-12pm. Come along and entertain your 0—4-year-
old while chatting to others at this free session, in the
children’s section of the library.

Knit and Natter: every Tuesday, 2—4pm. Bring along any
craft project you’re working on. All welcome.

Daylight Readers: our Book Groups meet on Friday 21¥,
one at 10.30am and the other at 2.30pm. New members
always welcome.

Vicky Anandraj and Ann King
Community Library Assistants, Linton Library

Opening hours: Tuesday 10am-5pm; Wednesday 4-7pm;
Thursday 2-5pm; Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-1pm
Customer Services: 0345 045 5225
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

Camsight VIPs

SONGS by Elvis, Cliff and Engelbert amongst others set feet
tapping and voices singing at our January meeting, when we
were entertained by Peter Day, of Jukebox Legends. Peter
sang and played a selection of old favourite pop hits, and
with stories of his career in entertainment gave us a very
jolly start to the new year. This was followed by our
afternoon tea and raffle, with prizes donated by members
and volunteers.

Our next meeting will be on
Tuesday 11" February at 2pm at
the Chalklands Community
Centre, when we will have a
speaker from Medical Detection
Dogs. If you would like any more
information on our group
meetings and on other services
available at Camsight, please
contact us through the Cambridge
office, or on the number below.

Jean Mannion
01223 893595

Peter gets toes tapping

Bartlow Walk

LOTS of exciting things are planned for this year’s Bartlow 3
Counties Walk — all in aid of three brilliant local charities:

* Tom’s Trust, who give mental health support to children
and young people going through the trauma of brain or
other central nervous system tumour diagnosis.

Cambridge Cancer

Research Hospital
The walk will be on Sunday May 4®. There will be lots of
activities for all ages, with the theme the 80" anniversary of

* Addenbrooke’s
Appeal.

* Bartlow St Mary’s

VE Day in World War II. Linton Jazz Band will once again

be playing in the afternoon. There will be lovely things to eat

Charitable Trust who
are supporting the
Church Restoration C H A R | | I WA |_ K
Fund.
and drink in the farm yard and along the routes. The walks
are suitable for all ages; dogs on leads are welcome too.
We had over 1,200 walkers last year, and great fun was had
by all. Our ticket prices have been held from last year.

Tickets and more information will available soon on our
website at Bartlow3countieswalk.co.uk

Henrietta Findlay

tneWI

INSPIRING WOMEN

Linton WI

WE started the New Year with a
crafty evening. First we decorated
stones, with names, quotations and
sparkles. A quiz followed which tested our craft knowledge,
and we finished with a fun game of Bingo.

Next month our speaker is Graham Wylde speaking to us
about the Maggie Letters which he found in an old stamp
album. Maggie wrote these letters to her father between 1870
and 1878, and they offer a fascinating peek at life in
Victorian England.

Liz Cox

Calling all singers!
Please reserve the date!

COME and sing Bob Chilcott’s St John Passion at St Mary’s
Church Linton on Saturday 12 April 2025 from 1pm. The
event is to raise funds for St Mary’s, Linton.

Bob Chilcott turns 70 this April and he has composed many
lyrical and accessible works. We will rehearse the work from
Ipm and finish with an informal concert at 5pm to which
friends and family are warmly invited. We are sure that this
will be a moving and enjoyable work to prepare and
perform.

The cost for singers is £15 to include music hire and tea
(sandwiches, cakes). See @LintonComeAndSing Facebook
page for more information. If you would like to take part,
please email anne@parry-smith.co.uk to be added to our
mailing list. The registration form will be sent from mid-
February.

David Parry-Smith
Director of Music at St Mary’s, Linton

February 2025

Linton & District

Historical Society
Tuesday 18" February 2025

SOLCRNS
Crime scene search

a talk by Alex Mair
UK Police Search Adviser

LINTON VILLAGE HALL
COLES LANE - 7.30 p.m.

Refreshments and Raffle
Visitors and new members always
welcome

The Hundred Parishes Society

ENJOYING a winter stroll along any of the described walks
within the Hundred Parishes provides an opportunity to view
the landscape features visible from various vantage points.
Much of this countryside has been farmed by successive
generations raising livestock and collecting variable harvests
of grain. Spring 2024 was rather wet, and this resulted in
disappointingly low yields but with the dry weather in
autumn 2024, the sown wheat, barley and oats have
germinated, with most fields now covered in fresh green
shoots. Many farmers have cut back on growing oil seed
rape, and they may choose alternatives such as sunflowers or
borage to plant once the weather is warmer.

These farmed landscapes have traditionally supported a
variety of wildlife including skylarks, rooks, ladybirds,
bumble bees, butterflies, badgers and foxes. In addition,
well-maintained soils contain not just beneficial fungi, but
many sorts of earthworms and beetles, which in turn provide
food for other creatures. Sadly, pests such as slugs and root-
eating beetle or fly larvae are also present. Seeing a sizeable
flock of birds following a plough demonstrates this plethora
of food!

Recent concerns about the loss of insect life, especially
pollinators or those that eat aphids, is encouraging farmers to
find ways of enhancing habitats for insects by leaving
marginal strips round fields for wildflowers, planting new
hedges or creating beetle banks within their fields. These
features may be visible from footpaths during the winter
months so make a note of where they are and plan return
visits during the summer to observe them full of flowers and
other wildlife.

Tricia Moxey, Trustee
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Multi Award winning, family run, accident repair centre A LJ O M O ‘ \/ E
at the Grip, with over 40 years experience.

Body and Accident Damage Repairs, Servicing,
MOT’s, Alloy refurbs, Air-Con servicing.

With 19 Manufacturer approvals your peace of mind
is guaranteed.

Our brand new detailing bay is now open,
offering valeting, paint correction, machine
polishing and ceramic coatings, getting rid
of swirls, reducing & eliminating scratches
and giving your car that showroom shine.

Unit 4, The Grip Ind Est
Linton

CB214XN

01223 880603
repairs@cooperbarnes.co.uk

o HELIONS ¢

W
NZoree”

Driveway Gates & Automation

Email: info@helionsforge.com Phone: 01223 618253

Delpfus

S GREEN PEAR REDUCE p

ECO w3
REFILL

LOOKING TO REDUCE THE &?

AMOUNT IN YOUR RECYCLING BIN?2
WE CAN HELP!

BOOK US IN VIA LEAVE YOUR SIT BACK AND
OUR WEBSITE, BOTTLES ON RELAX WHILE
WHATSAPP, OR YOUR DOORSTEP WE REFILL YOUR
EMALL ON A FRIDAY BOTTLES
SAVE MONEY  SUPPORT LOCAL REDUCE PLASTIC

www.greenpeareco.com - 07432219778 - hello@greenpeareco.com

Studio

BARTLOW

YOGA |

FITNESS |

thestudiobartlow co.ut

Three Hills Farm / Bartlow / CB21 4EN

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2B Bartlow Road, Linton, CB21 4LY

* Acupuncture

* Shiatsu

* Massage

* Food Intolerance Testing

Telephone: 01223 891145
Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk

CASTLESIDE
ELECTRICAL

castlesideelectrical@gmail.com

07795595856

Electrical installtions
Re-wiring and repairs
Fault finding

Testing and inspection
PAT testing
New builds & Extentions




February 2025

Country Matters

Text by Oriel O’Loughlin, illustrations by Maureen Williams

Any parakeets in Linton yet?

If you’ve been to any of the magnificent parks in
London, you may well have seen, or definitely heard, a
green ring-necked parakeet. I’'m prompted to write this
by reports of parakeets spreading north gradually, and
I wonder if anyone has seen one in their garden yet?
Our friends in Waresley and in Huntingdon have had
them, and someone said there was one in Bartlow. If
you hear an unfamiliar, loud and out-of-place bird call,
that will be the parakeet.

This parakeet, Latin name Psittacula kramer, is non-
migratory and there are many theories about how they
arrived in the UK and other European cities. It’s
probably a mix of escaped or released pets and damage
done to some aviaries in the storm of 1987. There is
even a story about escapees from Ealing Studios
during the making of The African Queen in 1951.
However they got here, there are now more than
12,000 breeding pairs, mostly to be found in London
parks and gardens, but numbers are rising rapidly and
are on their way north. There are huge roosts in some
places, one being Twickenham Rugby Club, where the
women’s team is called The Parakeets. Is it global
warming or just a successful foreign species? Due to
its success, it is the most studied of all invasive bird
species worldwide. But with the exception of
squabbles at the bird table, it doesn’t appear to have
seriously threatened any of our native species. In
Seville, there is a park where parakeets have driven out
a type of bat by competition for nest holes in the trees,
but the planned eradication of parakeets met with
fierce local opposition — probably because of their
charismatic and colourful characteristics. Wandering
through Hyde Park or St. James’s Park with all the
ducks and pigeons feels so normal — then suddenly you
come up against people with parakeets on their arms,
taking seeds. Weird innit?

Parakeets are a member of the very large parrot family,
with a long narrow tail, a bright red curved bill, an
upright stance, and clawed feet, mostly found in
Australia and South America. They are tripedal,

backwards. They have the biting

force of dogs, and their bills are like

our nut crackers. After crows, jackdaws

and other corvids, they are the next most

intelligent bird species. They are skilled at using

tools and solving puzzles and are of course famous

mimics. In 2021, there were apparently

50 million parrots kept as pets, but trapping from the wild and
importing is now banned by most countries. Buying one as a pet can
be an impulse purchase — they require a lot of attention, grooming,
veterinary care, training, and environmental enrichment through toys,
exercise and constant social interaction. Without this they scream for

meaning that to move in trees they use their neck and
beaks with equal force to that of their legs.

attention, and can pull out feathers and self-mutilate. They often
outlive their owners, living up to 50 years, causing mayhem. Just
press pause if you’re tempted and seek out a goldfish!

They have two toes facing forwards and two

Pub drop in kickstarts Linton Roots group

WE were delighted to meet those of you who could make it to
the drop in about our local environment. We all had a lively
evening of introductions followed by sharing our thoughts and
ideas about the village environment. Topics ranged from our
open spaces, nature and litter, through to film screenings,
traffic, the river, allotments, repair cafes, preventing waste and
more. An interesting way to spend an evening!

We also decided on a name for the group — Linton Roots. We
plan to meet to discuss the local environment further in The
snug of The Dog and Duck on Thursday 13™ February at 6pm.
Do come and join us if you are interested and would like to be
involved. All are welcome. If you can’t make it, get in touch
with us via linton-roots@outlook.com .

Kirsten Newble & Yannick Auckland

12 & Ha
““d;gnl Wary

Garage Ltd

McKenzie & Haywards
Garage LTD

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs

CB21 4XN

Tel : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage @btconnect.com
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More than just a
Gardening Club

OVER the past 12 months we have been
delighted to welcome members and new
visitors of all ages to our events, including
the spring plant sale and rejuvenated
summer fair, both of which we will build
on this year. The photography competition
is running again® and the excellent
homemade cakes baked by members will
be a central feature of these gatherings! P

Whilst many members are keen gardeners,

an increasing number wish to find out more =
about nature, ecology and plants. Sharing '
knowledge after the monthly meetings is
invaluable with tips from the more proficient members
helping out those of us with less knowledge.

RHS -

Dr Manos Kanellos will be talking on the subject of how to
set up and maintain a terrarium in West Wickham Village
Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 17th February. Dr Kanellos is a
plant physiologist who has been growing orchids for many
years and is a qualified judge for the RHS Orchid
Committee. Non-members are always welcome for a £2
entry fee.

Annual membership is £8 per person. Please contact Sue

Boase on 07716 401646 wwdgc@westwickham.org .

*Photography titles this year are: Frozen, Light and Dark,
Terrific Trees. All categories are open to children with a
special prize awarded for the best under 16’s entry. Entries
to be received by the end of August.

Sally Collins, Vice-chair

Calling all flower
enthusiasts!

ST Mary's Church in Linton is gearing up to host its much-
anticipated Flower Festival from 6™ to 8" June 2025, and
this year’s theme, Our Linton, promises to bring the
community’s heritage, charm, and spirit to life through
stunning floral displays.

Local flower arrangers are warmly invited to participate in
this vibrant event and showcase their creativity. Whether
you're an experienced floral artist or a budding enthusiast,
this is your chance to celebrate our village.

To secure your place as a participant, contact Charlotte
Dodd at events@stmaryslinton.org.uk. Spaces are limited,
so don’t delay!

For visitors, mark your calendars now. The Festival
promises a visual feast of blooms and an inspiring
celebration of Linton's essence through the language of
flowers. Don’t miss the opportunity to experience these
captivating arrangements and enjoy the welcoming
atmosphere of St Mary’s Church.

Save the date — 6" to 8" June 2025 — and come join us for a
blooming good time!

Charlotte Dodd

Singing Lessons

Sarah Rosewell
BA (Hons) Music

ABC

tree
surgery ©

Local, reliable Arborist based in
West Wickham. Able to deal

with all tree surgery works.
Fully insured and qualified.

Individual singing lessons
available for all ages
and abilities
Whether towards exams or
purely for pleasure
* CRB Checked
* Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

7919343321

rob@abctree.co.uk

'-milLL www.abctree.co.uk
sarahrosewell@hotmail com _—

l\ ADAMS
\‘ HARRISON

S LYC TOIRS
3 OFFICES IN 3 COUNTIES

We have the experts to assist you when

Residential Conveyancing you really need us.

Matrimonial & Family Law
Wills, Tax Planning & Probate
Employment Law

Dispute Resolution
Commercial Property

Trusts

Saffron Walden, Essex 01799 523441
Haverhill, Suffolk 01440 702485
Sawston, Cambs 01223 832939

enquiries@adams-harrison.co.uk
www.adams-harrison.co.uk

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

ClearTax

& ACCOUNTING LTD

—
Quality, friendly accounting '_» [ ] ?
servicesand taxation advice. g 2
Soletrader and small E '2.
company specialist. \ w4 "
Freeinitial consultation. SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY
_— S FASTENERS, FIXINGS &
€ have a new address
SILVERLINE TOOLS

Unit 1,The Old Stables, Yole Farm,
Linton Road, Balsham, CB214HB.

01223 772326
janine@cleartax.co.uk
www.c lear tax.c o.uk

Unit 2 Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton
Cambridge, CB21 4XN
Tel: 01223 892095 / 893931
Fax: 01223 894122

Q P.B MAINTENANCE
/Y% HANDYMAN
i/\J - GENERAL MAINTENANCE
o~~~ ]~ FENCE, GATE REPAIR
zigzagpilates ‘
g g p SHEDS
« Qualified Body Control Pilates SMALL CARPENTRY JOBS
Teacher. SMALL PLUMBING JOBS
« Classes and 1-1 sessions FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY
« Specialising in older and less ODD JOBS
able clients. NO JOB TOO SMALL

Contact Rachel 07905105081
Rachel@zigzagpilates.co.uk
www.zigzagpilates.co.uk

Pb.maintenance@yahoo.com
Tel: Paul 07816310197

MARKETING

Get in contact & we
can breathe life into
your sales & marketing.

HAIR BY JO DENNY
WOMEN | MEN | CHILDREN
CUTTING & COLOURING

41 LINTON HIGH STREET
(BEHIND BOSWELL'S BAKERY)

t:01223 893 285

brick-marketing.co.uk

NOTYS 4IVH SdOW

natalie@brick-marketing.co.uk
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District and County Councillors’ Report — January 2024

Kingsway Solar Farm
The proposal by Downing Renewables/Kingsway Solar for

a very large new solar farm on parcels of land between
Balsham, West Wratting and West Colville completed the
‘informal consultation’ stage at the back end of 2024 and
thank you to everyone that has engaged with this process.
Shortly before the Christmas break, Kingsway Solar
released their ‘Environmental Impact Assessment’ (EIA)
document, which outlines what the applicants’
environmental consultants see the environmental
challenges and concerns to be. You can see this, plus all the
other documents currently in the public domain, on their
website -_https://kingswaysolarfarm.co.uk/

The next stage of the process, once Kingsway Solar has
digested all of the initial feedback, will be that they will
hold a ‘formal consultation’ which will be asking for much
of the same responses to the proposals, should they be
more detailed, that they will present at this point. Again,
we encourage everyone to engage with this process, as the
scheme will impact everyone in this area, directly

or indirectly.

It’s worth reiterating that, given the size and scale of this
scheme, the ultimate decision to approve, or not, will be
made by a central government planning inspector, rather
than any of the local planning authorities. This will be a
major development covering a very large part of our
countryside, if it does go ahead, so please do engage if you
have any views on this proposal.

Four-Day Week Consultation

The District Council has been trialling a 4-day work week
for their staff since January 2023. The trial was supposed to
be shorter than it has been but the previous government had
indicated that they would be levying financial penalties to
the Council for running this trial, but wouldn’t say how
much this would be, therefore the Council couldn’t decide
on whether to make the trial permanent. However, the new
government has said they won’t be applying any financial
penalties on the Council, so SCDC are now in a position to
decide on this. This will likely include a formal

consultation where people can give their views on the
scheme since its inception.

Local Government Reorganisation

Before the Christmas break central government announced
that local government would be reorganised with the
emphasis on much larger councils, run by elected Mayors,
and doing away with smaller councils, such as District and
possibly County councils.

It’s unlikely that anything will happen in Cambridgeshire
for some years, if at all, as we already have a directly
elected Mayor in or county and have been designated as a
‘non-priority’ area for reorganisation.

Greenway Progress

The ‘greenway’ that runs between Linton and Abington has
made some progress over the past few months. The foot/
cycle/horse path between Granta Park and runs down the
side of Newmarket Road in Little Abington has been
completed. This is the latest stage of upgrades to the stretch
of the road. Future phases include a new Travel Hub at
Babraham and an upgraded bridge crossing of the A1l to
access this.

Average Speed Camera & Accident Data

We have recently been sent the traffic data for the stretch of
the A1307 between Linton and Cardinals Green — this
shows the accident data as well as the number of tickets
issued for people exceeding the speed limit. We’re happy to
provide these to people that are interested.

Happy New Year

As this is our first report of 2025, we’d like to wish you all
a Happy New Year and we look forward to working with
you all throughout the next 12 months.

Contact Details

District Council — John Batchelor —
johndbatchelor23@gmail.com

District and County Council — Henry Batchelor —

February 2025

Planning Applications

Planning applications from 11" December 2024 to the
12" January 2025

S/0073/20/NMAL1, Validated: Mon 23" Dec 2024,
Status: Decided

Non-material amendment on permission
S/0073/20/VC to reposition the post and rail fence
boundary to the rear of 38 Back Road. Land At The
Back Of 36 Back Road Linton Cambridge
Cambridgeshire CB21 4JF

24/04089/HFUL, Validated: Fri 20" Dec 2024,
Status: Awaiting decision

Removal of existing wooden shed in garden and
replace with wooden summer house and removal of
existing wooden gates and posts from driveway and
replace with new wooden gates with steel posts moved
1 metre inside boundary of property. 130 High Street
Linton Cambridgeshire CB21 4JT

24/1379/TTCA, Validated: Wed 11" Dec 2024,
Status: Awaiting decision

T1 Ash. Crown reduce in height to a tree height of
approximately 18m (a crown reduction of 5m). T2
Ash. Dead monolith. Reduce monolith to 3m in height
(from a current height of approximately 6m). 6 Church
Lane Linton Cambridgeshire CB21 4JX

Arthur’s Shed

HAPPY New Year! In 2024 we delivered over 145 sessions
in Arthurs Shed and welcomed 27 people who had never
visited the site before, that's a fantastic achievement! In
2025 we hope to welcome even more of you.

What is Arthurs Shed? Arthurs Shed is a beautiful studio in
the garden of Arthur Rank Hospice. From here we deliver
small workshops and groups on a wide range of topics,
from Henna to Meditation! These drop-in sessions are
relaxed, with around 8 members and a leader in a calm and
quiet space. You can come as many times as you like and
leave if you need to. Everyone is welcome we have a huge
range of ages and backgrounds join us on our accessible
site. Many assume you need a connection to Arthur Rank
Hospice to join but this not the case, we want the Hospice
site to be for all our community, not just those using our
services. With this in mind, all sessions are free of charge
and materials are provided, just bring yourselves!

Carers and loved ones
are welcome to join, we
| just ask that you

|| highlight any extra

| support you need when
| booking.

| For a full calendar or to
find out more contact us
at 01223 675777 or
Arthurs.shed@arhc.org.uk.

A view of
Arthur’s Shed

Hannah Touhey

Balsham singers hit 30

THE Balsham Singers would like to say a big thank
you to everyone who helped make their Christmas
Concert such a great event. Our loyal advertisers, our
front of house crew, the PCC and the Parish Council
who allow us to use their facilities. Most of all thanks
to our fantastic audience, the church was full but
hopefully everyone was comfortably seated. A sum of £
500 was sent to Ocular Melanoma UK as a result of our
raffle and a choir donation.
The next day we sang carols around the village
Christmas Tree and on the 20th December we were
invited to sing for the Royal Papworth Hospital
Charity, and were pleased to make a donation to their
fund raising day. An unprecedented 3 gigs in a week!
Thank you all for your support. In 2025 Balsham
Singers will be 30 and we will have some celebrating
to do, more next month.

Jo Stinton

Walking aids for Ukraine

CONVOY4UKRAINE, who are speaking at the
St Mary’s Church afternoon tea on 23" February at 3pm,
have asked for donations of walking frames, walking
sticks, crutches, wheelchairs, rollators and commodes
for them to take to Ukraine in March.
Contact Cathy Watts if you can help 893687

Cathy Watts

ACE Restarts in February

ACTIVITIES & Care for Elderly, ACE have planned a
variety of events and outings for 2025. We are looking
forward to welcoming friends, old and new, at these
activities. A full list of dates and details will be
available to take at our first lunch for 2025, on
Thursday 6" February. ‘Soup with a Roll” for £6.00 is
in the Sports Pavilion on Linton Recreation Ground,
12.30 p.m. On the 6" February we will also be
collecting the names and fares (£20.00) for our outing
to Norwich on 10™ April.

We hope to see you soon, if you need a lift to the
pavilion, please call Jan on 01223 892420.

Sue Filby

LINTON VILLAGE MOTORS

(situated in Great Abington opposite Granta Park)
www.lintonvillagemotors.co.uk

Tel: 01223 830550
raﬁ
'” S
S

+ MOT testing
« All makes of vehicles serviced

and repaired
« Tyres at competitive prices
« courtesy car provided
+ Polite and friendly staff

Mon-Fri: 8.30am-5.30pm  Sat: 8.30am-12.30pm

Cook Stars

Haverhill to Newmarket ¢
Yogawith Karina
Stretch
E strengthen
- relax

Fully qualified World YogaAlliance teacher
Thursdays 18.30 to 19.30,
Saturdays 10.00 to 11.00

Linton Vlllag,e Hall
Mondays Lpm- 515 pm

AtHadstock Village Hall CB214PH

07794189 679
karinacthorne@gmail.com

Email: tanya@cookslars co.uk
Book: https//finder.cookstars.fral

ADMIRAL ESTATES

LINTON AND CAMBRIDGE LETTINGS

# Family Run Business - Linton Specialists for 25 Years
# Refreshingly High Standards - Google Rated: 5 Star
Yeddk Ak Local Agent

« Experienced, Fully Regulated, Qualified & Compliant

Check Out Our Google Reviews: Combridge Office er Local Linten Difice.

If You Need a "TOP QUALITY LEVEL OF SERVICE™ Why Mot Call Us?

Callus Now: 01223 891227

www.admiralestates.co.uk

SOLON ELECTRICAL

—— Domestic electrical specialists —

[,

For all of your electrical needs

O call: 07848 681486 ~{)-

Email:info@solonelectrical.co.uk

Six sessions for £50 or £10 per session

(ample parkingat the back of the hall, nextto the church)

A J Pest Control Ltd

Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants,
Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

Tel: 01799 542 505 Mobile: 07855478824
E-mail: info@ajpestcontrol.com www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

Bentens

Accountants and Tax Advisors

Abbey House, 51 High Street
Saffron Wwaldewn

01799 522053 www. bentem.co.uk
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LINTON

PARISH COUNCIL

Cambridge Constabulary

One of the most talked about subjects at the regular Police
Forums, that are open to everyone, is that crimes are often

not reported.
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Online

Below are the
different ways
that we can

report crime.

To easily report crime online please register with eCops.

By telephone

In an emergency always call 999.

To report a crime anonymously please contact
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

For non-emergencies please contact Cambridge

Constabulary on 101.

To find out more information please visit

www. Cambs.police .uk .
Silent Calls

During November, Cambridgeshire Police received 43
silent calls. Most of the calls were from people suffering
domestic abuse who couldn’t say anything but urgently
needed help to escape a desperate situation or tell officers

what was happening to them.

If this applies to you PLEASE dial 55 after calling 999,
this alerts police officers that you need help and you are in
a situation where you can’t talk.

Dialling 999 55 also alerts the 999 operators that your call
is genuine and they will do all they can to track your
location. If you are unable to speak, listen carefully to the
instructions and questions asked by the operator so they

can arrange help.

To find out more information please look at
https://orlo.uk/silent-999 X61L6 .

Police Officers are working around the clock to make sure
victims of domestic abuse are safe and perpetrators are
dealt with. Domestic abuse affects women, men, and
children from all walks of life. If you or someone you
know is suffering from abuse please visit
https://orlo.uk/report-abuse_tUGVa or call 101.

Drug/Drink Driving

This is one of the five fatal causes of collisions on the
road. If you think someone is drink or drug driving you
can report them anonymously 24/7 by calling 0800 032

0845.

For more information please visit

https://orlo.uk/Drink-Driving

bfn4W

THE 00G & DUCK
63 HIGH T, LINTON
01223 890349

LIVE JAZL - FRST SUNDAY EVERY MowTH

FIGH & CHIP OFFER - EVERY WEDNESDAY

LIVE MUSIC - ALTON WAHLBERG
FRIDAY 21ST FEBRUARY

W O0GANDDUCKLINTONGGMAL.COM
FOR ALL INFORMATION

Westlakes

PAINTING & DECORATING

Interior & Exterior

Mobile:
07917890752

adam_westlake@hotmail.com

Parish Council Matters

Linton litter picks 2025

LINTON Parish Council support Linton FROGs (Friends of
the River Granta) with four Litter Picks annually.

The dates for your diary in 2025
are as follows:

Saturday 29" March
Sunday 18" May
Saturday 26™ July
Sunday 28" September

The team meet at the Village Hall for a 10:00am start and
return by noon to enable the litter to be sorted, counted and
bagged ready for collection by South Cambridgeshire
District Council.

The regulars welcome all newcomers, often pairing up and
making new friends. It is a friendly event with refreshments
provided in exchange for a bag of rubbish!

We supply all litter picking equipment, including gloves,
s0 just come along and join in.
We guarantee you will leave happy and content that you

have done one good deed to start your day!
Clerk

E-scooters

E-scooters are still illegal in the UK.

It is currently impossible to get insurance for privately
owned scooters, therefore it is illegal to use them on the
road, on paths, in public spaces, car parks and shopping
centres.

You can use them on privately owned land or in your garden,
but you must seek permission from the landowner. If you are
caught riding an E-scooter you could receive a fixed penalty
notice and points on your licence.

Battery Fire Hazard Warning

Be very careful when storing re-chargeable batteries.
Recently a Cambridgeshire resident charged the batteries
and added them to a bag of other batteries. The heat from the
recharged batteries caused a ‘thermal runaway’ and the bag
of batteries caught alight and caused a house fire.

If using re-chargeable batteries please

1. Let them cool down once charged before storing them or
using them

2. Only charge batteries when you are awake not overnight
3. Do not overcharge batteries, once they reach the full
charge turn the charger off

4. PLEASE do not put finished batteries in household bins as
they can cause fires in bin lorries or in landfill sites

5. Please take spent batteries to a re-cycling centre, most
supermarkets have them, or put them in a labelled bag tied to
the top of the blue bin - NOT inside the blue bin.

ClIr Karen Sanderson
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Parish Council Matters is
written, edited and
published by the Parish Council
with the support of the
Linton News Team.

Support for all

The current demographic in Linton is that there are
significantly more residents over the age of 65 than under
the age of 18.

Over the years the Parish Council has been very
supportive of initiatives related to the younger cohort,
particularly with our largest budget lines going to Beacon
Youth Trust and the Play Equipment on the Recreation
Ground, but not so much for our seniors.

The Parish Council
have formed a new
working group for

2025 — the Seniors

Working Group.

We have had discussions with Age UK, who provide and
manage the Community Warden Scheme and with the
ACEs (Activities and Care for the Elderly) Group and are
planning to hold quarterly meetings. If you are interested
in joining the Seniors Working Group please contact the
Parish Council Office.

South Cambridgeshire District Council have recognised
the value of the Community Warden in supporting people
to remain independent and in their own homes. SCDC is
continuing to provide funding, but they want this service
to become self-supporting so the funding will gradually
be reduced. It also means the costs to individuals is
increasing from £12 to £15 from April.

We have written before about the Community Warden
service — in many ways the name is a misnomer — it is
also a befriending or companionship service.

The more people who engage with it, the more the costs
to individuals are kept down and also support the sons
and daughters that look after elderly parents — giving
them the security of knowing someone else is keeping an
eye out.

A parishioner commented, “knowing that my mum is safe
is essential to my peace of mind. It helps reduce the
worry of not being able to visit every day”.

The Parish Council has also agreed, to be confirmed at
the January Parish Council Meeting, to increase the grant
that we give to Age UK this year. Also, we want to
consider changing the basis of the funding, from one-off
grants that have to be applied for each year, to a 3-year
agreement with a Service Level Agreement, so the Parish
Council can ensure your money is being spent as
intended, just as we do with the Beacon Youth Trust.

ACE will continue to do what they do best — organising
activities in the form of outings and lunches.
So please continue to support them.

Clir Merrie Mannassi

N v  Lid
x ~~Allstar Cleaning

Your Local, Professional, Carpet and Upholstery Technician Dean
16 years’ experience
Package to suit every level: Basic, Pet Treatment or Carpet Protector
Carpet moth removal and prevention ong
cleansmart| P P

trained technician

Contact Dean on 01223 654652 or info@allstarcleaning.me.uk to make an

appointment.
Allstar Cleaning, 14 Hillway, Linton, CB21 4JE

Lintoncrowneyahoo.com www.crownatlinton.co.uk
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Monday - Kitchen, Now Open!
Tuesday - Steak Night £12
Wednesday - Sausage & Mash £7.50
Thursday - Fish & Chips £9.50
Friday - Burger Night £11
Visit us at, 11 High Street, Linton, Cambridge - 01223 891 759

<ON PAy,
ScompPay Ve

YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING
BLOCK PAVING & PATIO
SPECIALIST.
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs
FRIENDLY SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS
Tel: Andre Jacobs

Mob:

07765 594398
Office:

01440 702498

PSH

Move well! Live well!

3
Electrlcal Hi! I'm Helen. | love keeping
. movement fun to enjoy a great
SeerceS quality of life. Come and try my

. R friendly Pilates classes to:
Rewires, New builds, Extra

lights, Extra sockets, Repair
works, Garden lighting,

+Keep strongand mobile with
physio based exercises

xHelp preventback pain by
developing stable core

Showers muscles
Registered NIC EIC *Improve posture & balance
domestic installer Group classes in Linton & 1 to 1 classes
email 07454942577 Facebook pilateswithhr
pshelectrical27@gmail.com pilateswithhr@gmail.com
telephone 07867980738 Australian Physiotherapy & Pilates Institute

Matwork Instructor

Thinking about
care options for
your mother or father?

They're struggling to cope, but don't want to move to a care home.
What not talk to them about live-in care in their own home?

A unique blend of care, companionship and housekeeping.

¢ Helping them maintain their freedom, independence and dignity.

o Generally costs less than residential care, especially for couples.
e Why not talk to your local award-winning live-in care specialists?

Chesterford

Caring with head and heart

For further information

Phone us on: 0800 411 8638
or email: support@chesterfordhomecare.co.uk
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LINTON

PARISH COUNCIL

ABBREVIATED minutes of the Linton Parish Council
meeting held on Thursday 5% December 2024 at the
Cathodeon Centre.

Chairman’s Comment

The Chairman welcomed Jasvir Singh as a member of the
Linton Parish Council following co-option.

Open Forum for Public Participation (Maximum of 15
minutes) No public present.

Clerk’s Report. Written report available in councillor
packs. For Information.

Consideration of a revised location or quote for fixing of
three bicycle stands due to ground fixing issues on the
cobble in the High Street. Decision required.

ClIr Merrie Mannassi proposed to accept the quotation to
install three bicycle stands to the cobbled area with a
maximum budget of £300.00 delegated to the Clerk to
procure the root fixing style as required. Cllr Karen
Sanderson seconded. All Agreed.

Cllr Chris Hine proposed that the three surplus plate fixing
stands be installed at the Beacon Youth Trust hub on the
Recreation Ground with a maximum budget of £300.00 to
cover the installation by LHS. Cllr Merrie Mannassi
seconded. All Agreed.

Committees, Working Groups & Representatives
Consideration for any changes to existing Committees,
Working Groups or Representatives. Supporting documents
available in councillor packs. Decision required.

The Chairman advised that her focus will be limited to the
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group due to work
commitments. It was raised that more councillors were
needed on committees and working groups and councillors
were asked to consider this before the next meeting

in January.

External Meetings

Consideration of information received from the ‘Unlocking
the potential of your Parish’ meeting held on 14.11.2024.
For information.

Concerns were raised by Cllr Kate Kell in relation to the
deadlines for the Local Plan which highlights the
importance of the successful completion of the Linton,
Little Linton and Hildersham Neighbourhood Plan. Noted.
Consideration for the information received from the Joint
Parish Council Forum held on 19.11.2024. Written report by
Cllr Sanderson. For information.

Consideration for the verbal report of the Age UK & LPC
Meeting held on 25.11.2024. For information.

ClIr Merrie Mannassi gave a verbal update on the meeting
held with Age UK.

The meeting was very positive and discussions included
expansion of the Community Warden service in Linton to
surrounding villages. Funding has been confirmed with
SCDC on a sliding scale for the next 10 years, at which
point the scheme will need to be self-sufficient. The
importance of the scheme was noted, especially the aim to
help the elderly retain independence and continue to live at
home. Age UK have applied for a grant for 2025-2026
which will be considered at the precept meeting to be held
on Friday 13 December 2024.

The Clerk added that it had been suggested to apply an
SLA to the Community Warden scheme, similar to the
BYT to increase the stability of the scheme. An informal
meeting to be set up with ACE in Linton and a further
meeting with the Seniors Working Group, Age UK and
ACE to be scheduled in early 2025. Noted.

Parish Council Minutes

Consideration of the District and County Councillors
Report for December 2024. Written report available at the
meeting. For information. Noted.

Planning

Notification of social media post encouraging parishioners
to comment on stage one consultation for Kingsway Solar.
For information.

The Stage | consultation remained open until 12"
December 2024. The Chairman encouraged all councillors
to submit comments. Noted.

Finance

Consideration for the status of the VAT reclaim by Linton
Parish Council. For information.

The Chairman advised the councillors present that the VAT
reclaims were now complete and that all funds due to be
repaid to the parish were deposited by the end of October
2024. Noted.

Consideration for the request for funding from the Open
Spaces Society for legal support of members. Decision
required.

Cllr Chris Hine proposed no donation be given in addition
to the membership already paid. Cllr Karen Sanderson
seconded. All Agreed.

Compliance - Policies and Procedures

Consideration of the re-adoption of the Financial
Regulations following revisions. Decision required.

ClIr Tony Smith proposed that the Financial Regulations be
adopted with the current amendments and a further review
be delegated to the Clerk and Cllr Lee Gardner in January
2025, the revised regulations to be brought back to the next
available meeting following the review. Cllir Karen
Sanderson seconded. All Agreed.

St Mary’s Churchyard

Consideration for further information received on the status
of the churchyard at St Mary’s Church in Linton. Decision
required.

No decision was taken on this item.

It was noted that the churchyard is closed to burials but
ashes interments are permitted.

It was stated that the cost of ongoing maintenance of the
churchyard is going to be high and that investigation into
grant funding opportunities would be advisable.

Traffic & Highways

Mobile Speed Indicator Device (MSID)

Notification of the data captured from the Mobile Speed
Indicator Device (MSID) for November. Written report
available. For Information. Noted.

Notification of comments submitted in relation to the TTRO
for A1307 Horseheath Bypass closure from 30.01.2025-
02.02.2025 for re-surfacing works. Verbal update by the
Clerk. For information.

The Clerk gave a further update that, following comments
raised by the parish council, the road closure times had been
adjusted to closing at 8:00pm and re-opening at 6:00am to
alleviate the pressure on commuters, and that buses would
be allowed access through the roadworks along with all
emergency services. Noted.

Consideration for supporting a parishioner requesting the
reinstatement of a post box on Bartlow Road. Decision
required.

ClIr Merrie Mannassi proposed to support the parishioner
in the request to reinstate the post box on Bartlow Road.
CllIr Tony Smith seconded. All Agreed.

Consideration for priority project requests for the Asset

February 2025

Parish Council Matters is
written, edited and

with the support of the
Linton News Team.

published by the Parish Council

Data Strategy of Cambridgeshire County Council
Highways division. Decision required.

CllIr Chris Hine proposed that the area of Chalklands and
Church Lane be resurfaced in addition to the full repair to
the pavement in the High Street opposite the Co-op. Cllr
Karen Sanderson seconded. All Agreed.

Events

Retrospective consideration for the request for permission
for a Christmas Market on the Market Square on Saturday
14" December 2024 between the hours of 10:00am-2:00pm.
Decision required.

The Clerk advised that the owner of the Linton Kitchen had
given assurance that the required documentation including
Public Liability Insurance, Full Risk Assessment and written
assurance for the Linton Kitchen to take full responsibility
for all vendors in relation to insurance and compliance
would be sent to the Parish Council office prior to the event.
Cllr Chris Hine proposed permission be granted for the
Christmas Market to take place on Saturday 14" December
2024 pending receipt of requested documents. Cllr Karen
Sanderson seconded. All Agreed.

Pavilion

Consideration of information received in relation to the
replacement of changing room flooring at the Pavilion
building. Decision required.

This item was deferred pending further discussions at
meeting to be held with LGFC and LVCC early in 2025.
Youth

Beacon Youth Trust (BYT)

Consideration of the December 2024 report. Written report
available. For information.

Consideration of the further information received from
Beacon Youth Trust in relation to the SLA 2025-2027 and to
schedule a meeting in January 2025. Decision required.
CllIr Chris Hine proposed a meeting be scheduled with the
BYT in January 2025 to discuss the SLA, with all
councillors invited to attend. Cllr Karen Sanderson
seconded. All Agreed.

Matters for Future Consideration.

CllIr Anya Sparks raised concerns regarding the trees on the
Rivey Bridlepath stating that some look to be unstable and
one branch had fallen. The Clerk was advised to request
that LHS conduct a site visit and report any immediate
health and safety issues, to be addressed under delegated
spend. It was also requested that the next tree survey
include assessment of the trees on the Rivey Bridleway.

It was advised that concerns in relation to trees on a public
right of way must be reported via the

CCC reporting webpage.

Full Minutes are and written reports are available on the

Parish Council website.
Clerk

The Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton,
Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001
Clerk to the council — Jenny Seaward
Email: enquiries@linton-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lintonpc
Office open: Monday - Friday 9am - noon.
By Appointment Only
Full Council meetings are held at the Cathodeon Centre,
commencing at 7.30pm on the third
Thursday of the month.

+ 24 hour emergency service
+ Boiler breakdown and servicing
* Boiler upgrade

REGISTER
232246

KA PLUMBING & HEATING

Office: 01223 890554

Mobile: 07890 576608 Vamanﬂi

kaplumbingheating@hotmail.co.uk  Approved Installer

Ifﬁngu age
ATt

January 22" to March 15% 2025
Opening hours 10:00—5:00
Wednesdaysto Saturdays

Waorks by Eva Gayda
Supporting artist Denise Hoyle

gallery
69‘) gey%‘r’fd

‘U &
94 High Street, Linton, Cambridgeshire CB214JT www.galleryabove.co.uk
T:01223 894899 M: 07909 981827 E:rosiewellings@aol.com
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&l HOME & GARDEN SERVICES

Capri -

VENETIAN-BLINDS
SUPPLIED AND FITTED
FREE QUOTATIONS
FREE HOME VISIT

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering
Turfing, Garden Clearance
Lawn & Hedge Cutting
Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

TEXT ONLY
07774168833

Call on
(01223) 892889 ALL BLINDS ARE MADE IN ENGLAND
or 07973 294946

No job too small...

VERTICAL, ROLLER-AND

or email colin@capriblinds.co.uk

Visit capriblinds.co.uk

PALMER & SON

SCAFFOLDING LTD

A local family run business with
over 30 years’ experience in the
trade.

PHOTOGRAPHY

All enquiries welcome with a free

* —+ Corporate & family-events

» — Music & sports-events quotation on all jobs.

* —+ Portraits

* — Pets All aspects of scaffold undertaken;
-

Products-& business promotion no job too small.
Capturing-moments at-competitive
prices.
www.emdphotography.co.uk
hello@emdphotography.co.uk
07969431915

Contact Martin on:
Tel: 01223 892145
Mobile: 07970348182

palmersscaffolding@outlook.com

HOCKEYS

ESTABLISHED 1885

For a free valuation call uson 01223 789966

47 High Street, Linton, CB21 4HS

Welcome from
your neighbours!

W linton@hockeys.co.uk




