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TEAMS of Year 3 and 4 gym-
nasts from eighteen South 

Cambridgeshire (South Cambs) 
primary schools took part in the 
annual School Games Gymnas-
tics Competition on Wednesday 
29th January at Comberton Vil-
lage College.

The gymnasium was silent, 
and the atmosphere concentrated 
whilst the children demonstrat-
ed their skills on the vault and 
floor in front of the judges and 
onlooking spectators. 

At stake was the chance to 
represent South Cambs School 
Sports Partnership (South Cambs 
SSP) at the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough School Games 
Spring Festival, with the top 
two schools qualifying to take 
on the best schools from across 
the County.

After a welcome and warm 
up led by the partnerships 
sports leaders the competition 
started. The mixed teams of six 
children from Great Abington, 
Castle Camps, Bassingbourn, 
Coton, Linton Heights, Harston 

and Newton, Haslingfield, Cot-
tenham, Monkfield Park, Will-
ingham, Burrough Green and 
Dry Drayton schools all had to 
perform a vault and then either 
a floor or body management 
routine with each performance 
judged and given a score out of 
10. 

Each child’s individual score 
in both disciplines was then 

Too good for jumble...
NEW items this month are two identical  blue wheeled 
rigid cases made by IT from their Everest range,  with 
external dimensions of 78 x 54 x 32cm, packing capac-
ity 117L with six years left of a 10 year warranty. 

The new Cosy Comfort single electric underblanket 
and a brand new (sealed) white polyester 13.5tog quilt 
and child’s bed approximately 2ft 6in x 4ft 8in are still 
available.

If you are interested in any of the above or have 
an item to sell to benefit a charity, please phone Kate 
France on 891602 or email kfrance@profsoundconsult.
com.

NB: The donor chooses the charity to benefit.

Your smalls made it big
THE collection of underwear 
for the charity, Smalls for All, 
ended on 31st January. It was a 
huge success, and the number 
of donations received exceeded 
all my expectations.

We raised a total of 482 bras 

THE annual walk is getting closer, so put Sunday May 3rd in 
your diaries. This is the weekend before the bank holiday this 
year, as it has had to be moved because of VE day celebrations. 
This is not just a walk, but a whole day of fun. 

Tickets will be on sale in April. The price of tickets is re-
duced when booked on-line. For more information see the web 
site www.bartlow3countieswalk.co.uk

This will be the 17th year and to date the walk has raised 
over £165,000 for local charities. The three charities for this 
year will be:Linton Health Centre (Granta Medical Practices), 
Bartlow St Mary’s Church Restoration Fund and Adden-
brooke’s Cancer Campaign

There are three walks to choose from – six, nine, or 13 
miles. There will also be a history trail with a VE Day theme 
and children’s activities with food and drink in the farm yard 
where Linton Jazz will be playing.

Dogs on leads are very welcome. 
Duncan Ogilvy Walk Co-ordinator 893644 

Written by Hetty Findlay 890353 

combined to give an overall 
team score out of a maximum 
of 120.

The competition was fierce-
ly contested and after all of the 
scores were added up less than 
seven points separated the top 
10 teams! With consistently 
strong performances through-
out their whole team, Harston 
and Newton A team finished as 

Let’s Support Linton Jazz

Linton Jazz return to the College Photo supplied by Karen

WE are having our annual concert at 
7.30pm on Saturday 21st March at Linton 
Village College. There will be a bar provided 
by The Portable Pint and there will be a raf-
fle. Ticket prices are: adults £10, concessions 
£5 and under 16s free. 

Tickets can be reserved by calling me on 
07748 917513 and are also on sale at the 
door. 

We do many concerts for charity events 
for which we don’t charge. For example, 
this year we have already done concerts for 
charity for the following organisations, the 
LVC Music Department, Reach, the Joshua 

Tarrant Trust and the Ketton Players. In ad-
dition, we have a number of other concerts 
booked this year for other charities. 

However, there is a charge for this concert 
in March as the money collected will help us 
to buy some new music and some vital equip-
ment. So please support us this time and we 
can then support others.

If you are interested in joining Linton Jazz 
we rehearse from 7pm until 9pm on Sunday 
evenings at the Strictly Dance Studio, The 
Grip. Please check our rehearsal dates on 

www. lintonjazz64.co.uk. 
Karen Sanderson 

runners up, improving on their 
fifth place finish from the previ-
ous year. 

Linton Heights Junior School 
were the clear winners on the 
day though, as they put in some 
excellent performances in all 
three disciplines, and retained 
the title of South Cambs cham-
pions for the third year running.

Both Harston and Newton, 
and Linton Heights now go for-
ward to represent South Cambs 
SSP at the County School 
Games Spring Finals on Thurs-
day 26th March at Huntingdon 
Gymnastics Club.

The top three scoring indi-
viduals in the competition were 
also awarded with medals with 
some extremely close scores. 
First was Isla (Linton Heights) 
18.6 and third was Olivia (Lin-
ton Heights) 18.4.

A huge well done to Jakob 
and Olivia Wingate, Mila Great-
head, Isla Westlake, Katie Gil-
bert and Josie-Rae French.

James Puxley,
Headteacher

Parkinsons Tulip Fun Run
MOST of us know of someone who has been diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s Disease and is now living with knowledge of what 
that implies for themselves,  their family and friends in the future. 

The Cambridge Branch of Parkinson’s UK exists so that People 
with Parkinson’s (PwPs) do not have to face the future alone. 
Meetings, therapies and a bi-monthly newsletter offer advice, 
information, and companionship. 

In the next year, the Cambridge Branch aims to offer transport 
assistance to PwPs who would not otherwise be able to benefit 
from its meetings and therapies – many live in Cambridgeshire 
villages with limited bus services. Offering this support to every-
one who will benefit from it inevitably costs money. 

The Branch’s major fundraiser the Annual Spring Tulip Fun 
Run will be held on 19th April. It is a 7k (4 mile) level route leav-
ing and returning to Scotsdales Garden Centre in Shelford. In 
2020 we are inviting all the villages in the area to enter a team. 
In so doing a village might be the first to win the David Johnston 
Memorial Trophy which was created in memory of a member 
who was an enthusiastic participant in the past.

 It will be awarded annually to the person or group (family, vil-
lage or business) making the greatest contribution to the Fun Run, 
whether it be in enrolling runners and walkers, raising money, or 
taking part. For details call me on 314279 or go to 

https://www.parkinsonscambridge.org.uk, 
Caroline Bent Branch Secretary

ABINGTON’S third Repair Café, which is open to Linton resi-
dents, will run from 10am to 1pm on Saturday 28th March at 
Abington Village Institute (66 High St, Great Abington CB21 
6AE) ,

Don’t bin it if it can be fixed is the principle of Repair Cafés. 
These events aim to bring together experienced repairers with 
people who need faulty or damaged appliances, devices and 
other possessions repaired. They are your opportunity to take 
along something you own that is not functioning or usable, to see 
whether a knowledgeable expert can bring it back into use by a 
simple repair instead of it being binned. If you bring an item to 
be fixed, you will sit alongside the repairer attempting the repair, 
to maybe lend a hand and to be consulted if some critical point 
is reached.
What can I bring?

You can bring to be repaired: portable household appliances 
and electrical items (excluding microwave ovens and TVs), com-
puters, mobile phones, jewellery, bicycles, garden tools, pumps, 
and fabric items and clothes needing sewing repair. 
Do I need to book?

It’s best to book your slot, which you can do by sending an 
email to repaircafe@theabingtons.org.uk, with as many relevant 
details of your repair as you can find (what is it? manufacturer, 
purchase date, model number, nature of fault, etc). The organisers 
will then get back to you with an appointment time. Or you can 
just drop in on the day, when you may have to join a queue, but 
why not have a coffee in Jeremiah’s café in the Institute while 
you wait.
Is there a charge?

Repairs by volunteer repairers, whether successful or not, are 
free, but donations will be invited to cover the costs of the Repair 
Café.

The Abington Repair Café team look forward to seeing you 
on the day.

Richard Smith 892759

We care if you need 
a repair 

Julia and Geoff with the 
boxes of bras and pants

Photo supplied by Julia

The happy winners of this stage of the contest
Picture supplied by the school
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FIRST of all a big thank you to all those who responded to last 
month’s plea for help replacing our treasurer. There is still time 
to apply if you feel you could take on this voluntary role.

 We had a wonderful offer of historical articles from Gilly 
Cunningham of Bartlow see page 6, but we still need more stories.

 If you know of interesting tales of historical people and/or 
history of buildings in our area - please get in touch.

Finally Kate France, who has edited Too good for jumble for 
many years wishes to retire from the job. It involves taking calls 
from people who have items to sell in aid of charity, advertising 
them in the paper and then taking calls from people who would 
like to buy the articles.

If you can help with any of these roles, please contact me 
on 891517 or the Chair of the Linton News, Jenny Murison on 
660408.

Editor

Editor’s notes

and 117 pairs of pants. It took 
three  large boxes to pack all 
the donations which, altogeth-
er, weighed just under 40kg.

I would like to thank the 
whole community for showing 
their support. This collection 
has really evidenced the kind-
ness and generosity of Linton 
and the surrounding villages.

I would also like to say a 
massive thank you to 

Geoff Morland and his team 
at APC who helped with the 
transport of these donations 
to the charity, and Robert Bo-
swell for allowing me to put 
the donation box in our local 
Boswell’s bakery.

Julia Cieslak



Family Centre events

 Infant School News

Linton library news

I AM writing this after a very successful parent event of a Bridge 
Building Challenge. Using recycled materials, the children and 
parents were challenged to use their design skills to build a bridge 
strong enough to hold various weights. There was a lot of healthy 
competition in the classrooms! 

Our Year 1 and Year 2 children also had a visit to The Museum 
of Technology and a trip along the River Cam, looking at the 
different bridge constructions and materials used. Our Founda-
tion children had a walk around the village and found the baby 
troll who was hiding under a bridge! Our School Council asked 
how they could support the wildlife in Australia, following the 
devastating bushfires. A cookie sale was held where we raised 
enough funds for each class to become WWF Koala Protectors. 
Thanks as always to our fantastic kitchen team who made the 
cookies for us to sell. 

The governors are spending a day at school in March, to really 
get an idea of how the school functions on a day-to-day basis, 
along with getting to meet the children and staff. They will be 
concentrating on various areas of the school development plan 
and a whole day will allow them to really focus. There really is 
no substitute for being in school during a normal working day to 
see the highs and lows of school life.

Kelly Harries, Headteacher

SOUTH Cambridgeshire Child and Family Centres have out-
reach venues around South Cambridgeshire, one of them being 
in Linton based in the Cathodeon centre beside the library. We 
are a service for families for 0-19 year olds. 

On Tuesdays we hold Stay and Play sessions from 10-11.30am, 
this is aimed at children aged 0-5 years. In the afternoon we 
hold a lovely baby group for babies aged up to one year, this 
is a great opportunity to meet new parents. These sessions cost 
£2 per family and you do not need to book. We look forward to 
meeting you all soon. 

At 9 to 11am on 14th March we are holding a parents/carers 
First Aid course, the cost is £10 per person and is bookable. Please 
call 01954 284672 if you would like a space. This course covers 
CPR, recovery positions, choking, minor injuries and ailments 
for children.

Sadly, the Messy Play session we introduced has been can-
celled due to very low numbers. We do not take these decisions 
lightly, but we have to consider a wide range of aspects for this 
e.g. staffing and resources. 

We are currently looking at other ideas to meet the needs of the 
community. We welcome your input and are currently looking at 
setting up a parent partnership board for Linton where parents/
carers can give offer ideas, please get in touch if this is something 
that interests you.  Emma Chipps, Business Officer

THERE will be a community café at the Cathodeon Centre, entry 
via the library, 10am-noon on Saturday 14th March. Hosted by 
Linton Camera Club, it will feature a display of members’ work, 
a pop-up portrait studio, a photography help-desk, a discount on 
new club memberships and of course refreshments.

At 2pm on Monday 23rd March we have an Engage talk entitled 
A Tourist in the Antarctic, by Dave Horan (he gave us a fascinating 
talk on Chernobyl last November). Free tickets available from the 
library. A £1 donation for refreshments is appreciated.

We have a new collection now available called Reading well 
for children. The aim is to support the mental health and wellbe-
ing of Key Stage 2 children (aged 7-11), and titles cover topics 
such as grief, anxiety, bullying and staying safe online, amongst 
others. There are also picture books, stories and non-fiction books.

We also still have our selection of Reading well books on pre-
scription for adults, including Reading well for mental health, for 
long term conditions, Books on Prescription for Dementia and 
Shelf Help for young people’s mental health. Just ask next time 
you are in if you need any help finding what you are looking for.

We’re very happy that Lindsay is now back with Cam-
bridgeshire Libraries and behind the desk again in Linton.

Anna McMahon and Lindsay Healy
anna.mcmahon@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

lindsay.healy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

WITH regret we inform our patients that Dr Mig Arbide and 
Dr Chris Schramm will be leaving us in March. Both doc-
tors have dedicated over 20 years to the Linton and Shelford 
practices respectively and will be greatly missed. Dr Arbide 
and Dr Schramm’s patients have been assigned new registered 
GPs, and we would like to take this opportunity to reassure 
our patients that they can access care from any of our clini-
cal team within Granta, irrespective of their registered GP.

Dr Schramm and Dr Arbide have asked us to share these 
announcements with you. Dr Chris Schramm (Shelford site) 
who is leaving on 2nd March 2020:

“After 20 intense and often satisfying years I have decided 
to move on to a new challenge. During 2020 I will be working 
at the national winner of the “RCGP Research Practice of 
the Year 2019” award, which is out of Cambridge. I am also 
taking on a role with the regional NHS Research network. 
I am deeply indebted to my Shelford colleagues, staff and 
numerous patients, all of whom have taught me many things 
which generally are not in books and who have, thereby, en-
riched my life.”

Dr Mig Arbide (Linton site) who is leaving on 23rd March: 
“I am immensely grateful to have had the opportunity to serve 
my patients for the best part of twenty years. I have enjoyed 
the privilege of their trust, built through respect, dedication, 
and stability.

I am fortunate to continue offering my time, experience 
and knowledge to patients in the prison service. I will also 
continue to practice in my areas of clinical specialist skill and 
interest: enhanced minor surgery, vasectomy services, sports 
medicals and dermatology.”

Sandra East, Granta Communications
sandra.east@nhs.net

Granta Medical says 
farewell to doctors

WITH the weather picking up we have been able to enjoy our 
garden a lot more and the children are noticing the products 
of their labour, as the bulbs they planted back in October are 
now sprouting through.

The garden renovations are well under way using the mon-
ey the Co-op donated. We are awaiting delivery of our new 
literacy den to help to develop the children’s early literacy 
skills. Again, this has been purchased with the money kindly 
donated by the Co-op. 

We have had a lovely visit from Messy Sarah who came in 
and shared a story and joined us for lunch. We have our open 
morning coming up on Wednesday 4th March from 10am to 
12noon. Watch this space for our next Bingo night happen-
ing in May. 

We still have spaces available on most sessions this aca-
demic year and we are also able to take the 30 hours ex-
tended funding. To find out more, or to book a visit, please 
ring 07806744864.

The Linton Granta Playgroup team

FEBRUARY, the shortest month, has certainly flown by and 
half term is already a distant memory. The staff and children 
enjoyed a restful break and have returned raring to embrace 
the spring term ahead.

We start March with our creativity week and this year’s 
theme is Explorers inspired by the 200th anniversary of the 
launch of Darwin’s ship, The Beagle. The week is to be packed 
with lots of fantastic activities for our students.

On Thursday 5th March we will celebrate World Book Day 
and take part in Big Booky Breakfast, a great fundraising 
initiative to provide books to children all around the world. 
The day will be  an opportunity for our staff and pupils to get 
creative and embrace dressing up as characters from their 
favourite books, alongside linking into our theme. 

We will have an array of interesting costumes parading 
our corridors including mermaids and pirates. 

Pictures of all the above can be found on our website 
www.granta.cambs.sch.uk/website.
Dates for the diary: Easter Holiday is from Thursday 2nd 

April to Friday 17th April.
Emma Jennings, 

Communication Officer

Hello Spring!

HAVE fun, learn a new skill and meet new people at one 
of our exciting workshops on Saturday 14th March, 10am - 
4pm.
• Make unique felt flowers and a vase for Mother’s Day. 
• Learn basic upholstery skills or develop an existing 

upholstery project. 
• Brush up on your maths skills and learn basic Excel.
• Bake tasty seasonal breads and sweet foods.
• Put pen to paper in a creative writing workshop and 

begin to tell your life story.
Each hands-on workshop costs £45, payable in advance. To 
book onto a workshop please visit our website at :

www.lintonvillagecollegeadultlearning.co.uk 
or contact us via email at adult.education@lvc.org 
or telephone 891223 Ext 303 or 317.

Margaret Kiddy

Spring creativity at 
Linton Village College

LOOKING ahead to Easter and beyond….our summer term will 
start week commencing 20 April. We have a wide range of courses 
to choose from this term, including:
Exploring drawing and painting Flowers for fun
Fused glass jewellery  Politics – an introduction
Creative curries – made simple Cooking with unusual cuts  
Spanish    of meat
Fitness yoga   Pilates
Flamenco   Tai Chi
French    Italian

As always, if there is a subject you would like us to offer, or 
something you could teach, we would love to hear from you. 
For information on all our courses and details on how to book, 
please visit our website 

www.sawstonadulted.org or contact us on  712424, 
community@sawstonvc.org  Claire Walpole

Sawston Village College 
Adult Learning
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Granta School

OUR annual jumble sale will be held at 2pm on Saturday 7th 
March at Linton Infant School.  

All donations will be gratefully appreciated and can be left at 
the hall on the day from 10am. Collections can be made in the 
morning by calling 891925 or 891602.

Kate France

Linton Guides jumble sale

 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR WINDOWS, GUTTERS, 
FASCIAS, CONSERVATORIES AND PATIO CLEANING 

 

Tel. 01223 893529 Mob. 07587 866309 

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
shinewindowcleaningservices@gmail.com 

07703 518882

	
	

	
	
	
	

																																															Your	Local,	Professional,	Carpet	Cleaner	Dean	
11	years	experience	

Package	to	suit	every	level:	Basic,	Pet	Treatment	or	Carpet	Protector	
£15	off	for	repeat	customers	

Free	stain	spotter	for	all	customers	
Contact	Dean	on	01223	654652	

	or	info@allstarcleaning.me.uk	to	make	an	appointment.	
Allstar	Cleaning,	10	Coles	Lane,	Linton,	CB21	4JS	              14 Hillway, Linton, CB21 4JE.

A & R
PLASTERING
All aspects of plastering 
undertaken:
   Plasterboarding
      Rendering
        No job too small
30+ years experience
Free estimates

Tel: 01223890228
Mobile:  0774 8627920

Bespoke massage and chiropractic care 
for aches and pains
Specific techniques for pregnancy and children
15 years’ experience
Call 07870568548

www.cambridgefamilychiro.co.uk

Cambridgeshire Family
Chiropractic Centre

www.crownatlinton.co.uk
11, High Street, Linton, Cambs Tel 01223 891759

The Crown Inn 

Plus Weekly Specials
Sunday Lunches

Book now for 
Mothering Sunday 

set menu on 22nd March



For entry in this list, ensure that your event is written into the 
diary in the Post Office; failure to do so could mean non-entry to 
the diary here. You may also email your event details to 
diary@linton.info 
Call 893619 for an audio version of the Linton News. 

Details of items in bold type may be found in this edition.

ITEMS FOR ADVERTISING MANAGER
Requests for adverts can be sent to: 
Judith Rouse Email: adverts.linton.news@gmail.com

THE LINTON NEWS Next Publication 6th April2020
DEADLINES for ADVERTS Monday16th March
NEWS ITEMS Wednesday 18th March

For distribution queries contact: 
Delivery manager, Jenny and Chris Murison, 660408, or 
07905 384741 Email: delivery.linton.news@gmail.com

ITEMS FOR THE EDITOR 
Can be put in the Linton News Box in the Post Office
Editor: Fran Armes, 891517 
Email: editor.linton.news@gmail.com
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WEEKLY
Kurling, Mondays, 2-3pm     VH
Beacon Astro football, Mondays, 3.05-4.30pm   LVC
Netball, Monday evenings, 6pm junior, 7.30pm adult        LVC
Linton Granta football bingo, Mondays, 7pm  Pavilion
Men’s keep fit, Mondays, 8-9.30pm   LVC sports centre
Linton theatre workshop, Mondays  (call Joe 01440 703701) 
Linton Air Cadets, Mon and Thurs, 7-9.30pm (07717 801056)  LVC
Scrabble club, alternate Tuesdays,10am-12noon  CP
Chestnut Playgroup, Monday-Friday, 9am-2.30pm  CC
Linton Granta Playgroup, Mon-Fri, 8.30am-2.30pm LVC
Linton Granta Toddler grp, Tuesdays term-time 9.30-11.30  LVC
Stay and Play, Tuesdays, 10am-11.30am  CC
LALA, Tuesdays,10-11.45am,term-time.       VH
Bumps to babies, Tuesdays, 1- 2.30pm  CC 
Storytime, Tuesdays, 2-2.30pm, term-time   Library  
Granta duplicate bridge club, Tuesdays, 2-4pm  VH
Beacon Red Zone youth club, Tuesdays, 7-8.30pm        LVC
IT club-computer help, Tuesdays, 7pm  CC
Linton chess club, Tuesdays, 7.30pm  CC
Tots in tow, Wednesdays, 9.30-11am, term-time only      VH
Walking netball, Wednesdays, 6-7pm,            LVC sports centre
Jelly Beans playgroup, Thursdays, 9.30-11.30am  URC
Computer buddies, Thursdays, 2-4pm  Library
Beacon drop-in club, Thursdays, 5.30-7pm   RG
Cricket club, Thursdays, 6-8pm  LVC
Art Factory, Thursdays 1-3pm from 9th Jan          URC
Linton Army Cadets, Thursdays, 7-9pm   LH
Beacon Youth Group, Fridays, 7-8.30pm,   URC
Parents, carers and tots Mocha house, Fridays, 9.15-10am          CP
St Mary’s choir, Some Fridays,7.30-9pm ring 894715        St Mary’s
Linton Bridge club, Fridays, 7pm,   CC

For sports centre courses please call LVC sports 
centre on 890248

    MARCH 2020
 2 Camera club, 7pm,     VH
 3 Womens’ Institute, 7.30pm    VH
 5 Luncheon club, 12 noon,        Red Lion, Horsheath
 6 Rooted, 12.30-2.30, Child and family centre, CC
 7 Farmers’Market, 9am-12noon  VH
 7 Come and Sing, 1pm to 7pm     St Mary’s
 7 Guides’ jumble sale, 2pm    LIS
 8  Lighthouse, 10.15am-12noon     URC
 9 Whist Drive, 7.30pm     VH
10 VIP group, 2pm   Chalklands
10 Gardening club, 7.30pm    VH
14 Parent/carer first aid course    CC
15 Walking group, 11am,        Church Lane
15 Messy Church, 4pm               St Mary’s church
17 Historical Society, 7.30pm    VH
18 Cambridgeshire hearing help, 9.30am-12 noon  HC 
19 Parish council meeting, 7.30pm   CC
20 Daylight readers, 10.30am    Library
20 Rooted, 12.30-2.30, Child and family centre, CC
23 Engage talk,  A Tourist in the Antarctic,  L i b r a r y

    APRIL 2020
 2 Luncheon club, 12 noon,        Red Lion, Horsheath
 4 Farmers’Market, 9am-12noon  VH
 6 Camera club, 7pm,     VH
 7 Womens’ Institute, 7.30pm    VH
 12 Lighthouse, 10.15am-12noon     URC
13 WhistDrive, 7.30pm   VH
KEY: CC Cathodeon centre, CP church pavilion, D&D Dog 
and Duck, HC health centre, LH Linton Heights school, LIS 
Linton Infant school, LVC Linton village college, RG rec-
reation ground, URC United Reformed church, VH village hall.
Library times: Mon closed; Tue 10am-5pm; Wed 4pm-
7pm; Thurs 2pm-5pm; Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 10am-1pm.
Bin Collection Dates 
Linton refuse collection: Mondays 2nd, 16th and 30th March
Linton blue and green bin collections: Mondays 9th and 23rd 
March

News from St Mary’s

Readers write...
Post and email addresses and deadline for letters are on this page. 
All letters for publication must have a full name, address or phone 
number to enable us to check authenticity. Letters may be edited. 
Opinions are not necessarily those of the Linton News.

Anonymous letters will NOT be published but names and ad-
dresses may be withheld if requested.

 THIS is a reminder about the Come and Sing on Saturday, 
7th March at St Mary’s Church, Linton . When we sing  the 
Fauré Requiem and the Cantique de Jean Racine.

Registration for singers in all voice parts is from 1pm. Re-
hearsals start at 1.30pm, Tea is at 5pm and the sing through 
performance is at 6pm.

If you would like to take part and have not already reg-
istered, please contact me as Director of the workshop. 
For more details email me on David@parry-smith.co.uk 
or call 894715. We need to know numbers before the day. 
Music copies are available for loan on the day. Please 
let us know, when you register, if you will require a copy. 
The cost for singers is £13 which includes tea with cakes, 
sandwiches etc.

All are welcome to attend the informal performance at 
6pm. There will be a retiring collection. Funds raised (after 
expenses) benefit St Mary the Virgin, Linton. 

See @LintonComeAndSing Facebook page for more in-
formation.

David Parry-Smith

LENT began on 26th February with our Ash Wednesday service 
of reflection, penitence and communion. Many people in the 
churches, and in the wider community, mark this season as a 
time of self-denial, but also of spiritual growth. 

What we choose to do by way of self-denial, and why, is per-
sonal to each of us. But spiritual growth should be communal: 
true life is about relationship.

In St Mary’s we’re offering a varied menu of ways to grow 
this Lent, and we warmly welcome people who don’t normally 
worship with us to come along. 

Wednesday and Friday evenings during Lent at 7.30pm 
Book discussion groups reading Journey to the Empty Tomb 

by Paula Gooder
Friday mornings in Lent, 10.20 am at Nichols Court (open 

to all) –
 Discussions of the same book as above, based on recorded 

extracts
Crafternoons in St Mary’s Pavilion, from 2- 4pm 
These will be on Friday 6th March, Saturday 14th March and 

Saturday 21st March
They give you a chance to bring a craft you’re working on, or 

share in making a patchwork altar frontal for Easter, in company 
with others. Refreshments provided. Entry is free but donations 
are welcome.

Every Sunday in Lent at 10am 
Our service will begin with someone briefly talking about 

what Lent means to them, and bring something symbolic to a 
Lenten Tree.

Passiontide Promise 
There will be 20 minutes of shared morning prayer in church 

each weekday from March 30th to Good Friday (10th April), and 
also on Holy Saturday (11th April).

More information about resources, times and places, is avail-
able on our website, or on a flyer in church.

Maggie Guite (Rector) 
www.stmaryslinton.org.uk

Lent Lunches aids  Motor 
Neurone Disease charity

Calling all singers

ON behalf of the Friends of Linton Village College I wanted 
to thank everyone in the community who supported our recent 
fundraising events .

Our Christmas raffle raised £1029 and I wanted to say a huge 
thank you to Little Linton Farm, The Dog&Duck, Wylde Sky 
Brewery, Linton Sports Centre, Jigsaw Bakery, Farm Shop at the 
Old Granary, Home of Linton, Comar Optics, Boyz2Men, Case 
Solved wine, Dion Gallichan Photography and the Co-op who 
all very generously donated raffle prizes.

We followed this up with our Annual Quiz night on 7th Febru-
ary, which as usual was a sell out and raised an amazing £1594. 

A massive thank you to Linton Complementary Health Centre 
and You Beauty in Linton for the amazing raffle prizes, and Wylde 
Sky Brewery for the lovely local beer. 

It’s so lovely to see the community coming together to raise 
money to enrich our students learning experience.

Nicola Tudge Chair 
The Friends of LVC friends@lvc.org

OUR THANKS

FOR many years, on Wednesdays during Lent, members of 
the congregation of St Mary’s, Linton have organised a simple 
lunch of soup, bread and cheese. Each year a different charity 
is chosen to which donations are given.

As the organiser of this year’s Lent Lunches, I have no 
hesitation in choosing this year’s charity. My nephew, now in 
his mid-40s, started to show symptoms of MND at the start 
of 2019. He was diagnosed by March 2019. By January 2020, 
he had no movement, his only means of communication was 
by using a wonderful machine which translates his eye move-
ments into the spoken word.

A healthy, fit young man with a three-year-old son and 
a baby of seven months, his happy, successful life has been 
turned upside down in a matter of months with no chance 
of improvement. This destructive illness doesn’t have a high 
profile. 

Greater research and money for the charity is essential for 
progress to be made. The charity gives practical help to the 
individual living with motor neurone disease and support to 
their family. Hence MND is the charity of my choice this year.

Please come along to one or all the lunches listed below 
where there will be soup, bread and cheese. You will be very 
welcome. There is no charge for lunch but donations please to 
this year’s chosen charity: Motor Neurone Disease Association 
(MNDA) https://www.mndassociation.org/

The lunches take place on a Wednesday from 12 noon to 
2pm see the list below. There will be a speaker from MND 
charity at 2-2.30pm on the final day, which is on the 1st April. 

4th March, Judy and Keith Nightingale, 11 Mill Lane
11th March, Jo and Alan George, 89 High Street, 
18th March, Margaret and Brian Cox, 65 High Street
25th March, Charlotte and Mark Hayes, 9 Mill Lane
1st April, Pam Richardson and friends, St Mary’s Pavilion 

followed by a speaker from MND. 
Celia Fisher. 

PLUMBLINE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER 
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE 
  
 
Call John on 
01223 893903 

Fully Qualified and Insured 

Including Property Maintenance 
Painting: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry         

Friendly and Reliable Service No Job Too Small 

Supcik@talktalk.net 

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Established 1991

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

MALLYON & DONALDSON
/inton

Specialising in both Modern and

Traditional building methods.

Tel: 01223 891267
Mob: 07941 220868

All contracts finished to a high standard.
Reliable service. Local references available.

BED & BREAKFAST
Mrs Monica Clarkson

4 Harefield Rise, Linton
Tel: 01223 892988

Quiet modern bungalow
Families welcome 

No Smoking
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Events to help us  
stay healthy

Thanks for the 
history Garth!

PJB 
Maintenance

No job too small
Ground work, Patios, Floor 

& Wall Tiling, Fencing, Roof 
repairs, Demolition

CPSC Licence
Free Estimates

Call Peter Belsom on
Mob: 07799 183308
 Tel: 01223 668475

McKenzie & Haywards 
Garage LTD

Unit 3 & 4, Lintech Court
The Grip Industrial Estate
Linton, Cambs
CB21 4XN

Tel : 01223 894140
Fax : 01223 890035
mhgarage@btconnect.com

MOT by appointment while you wait
Servicing, Collection & Delivery Service
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Extensions and Conversions 
Linton Based

Exh ibition
of

Art Book s
by

Dea Fisch er
Mrinali Alv arez Astacio

Ju lia Su ddaby
Private View

Th u rsday Janu ary 3 0 th   
Spark ling  wine & nibbles

4 .0 0  – 8 .0 0 pm
Exhibition  open s
Friday Janu ary 3 1 st

u pstairs at

Gallery Abov e
9 4  Hig h  Street

Linton CB2 1  4 JT
phone: 0 1 2 2 3  8 9 0 1 3 9

0 7 9 0 9  9 8 1 8 2 7
email: info@g alleryabov e.com
website: www.g alleryabov e.com

(bu t still u nder constru ction)

ARTISTS
WHO DO 
BOOKS

THE Linton Camera Club is hosting the Community Cafe from 
10am to 12 noon on Saturday 14th March at the Cathodeon Centre.

If you have a camera and are interested in taking photographs, 
why not come and meet some members of the club and see them 
in action.

There will be a small exhibition of club members’ photographs, 
a pop-up portrait studio, a photography help desk (where visitors 
can ask for advice on how their cameras work or get help with 
problems with their photography) and, of course, refreshments.

We will also be offering a discounted one-year membership 
of the Linton Camera Club.

Looking forward to meeting you on the 14th March at the Cath-
odeon Centre, entry via the library.

Tony Smith, Chair, 892657, 
lintoncameraclub@gmail.com

OUR speaker for the Garden Club February meeting 
was Tim Freathy. Both he and his partner originally 
lived in Cambridge but they wanted a larger garden, 
and found an old farmhouse with six acres at Depden 
in Suffolk. 

There, they set about creating the beautiful garden we can see 
today. Much of the planting was to shield the property from the 
busy road at the front. There is a pink theme through most of the 
garden with a purple bed, a gravel and alpine garden near the 
pond and many roses which flower over a long period. 

An orchard was planted, a vegetable garden with raised beds 
was made and a poly tunnel built. The Depden Care Farm was 
looking for a new home which Tim and his partner were able 
to offer. This is run by the Millenium Farm Trust which offers 
people with mental health issues and learning difficulties a chance 
to learn skills in Horticulture, agriculture and animal husbandry. 

A timber framed, thatched retreat was built for people work-
ing in the garden to go for quiet and shade. There are groups of 
12 people a day working and looking after the animals. A lot of 
the produce is sold outside the farm which helps to raise money. 
Much kindness and care has gone into creating a beautiful place 
to be and to learn new skills which could change lives.

Don’t forget, now is the time to plant up and sow for this year’s 
Plant Sale on Sat 16th May and the Annual Show on 25th July. 
The photography classes for the Annual Show are: Food Glori-
ous Food, Cobweb(s), Something Blue and A Hanging Basket of 
Flowers and Foliage.

Our next meeting will be on 10th March when the speaker will 
be Karen Kenny talking on The Answer Lies In the Soil. The meet-
ing is in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. We look forward to seeing 
both members and visitors. 

Anita Daws, 892113, lgcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk

AFTER much delay, the Linton News team had a post-Christmas  
get-together on Sunday 9th February at which we marked Garth 
Collard’s retirement from writing The way we were historical 
articles for the Linton News.

Garth wrote these articles for around 15 years. If you look at 
the archive of the Linton News on our new website which is the-
lintonnews.co.uk you will see that many of the houses in Linton, 
particularly those on and next to the High street, have the history 
of their buildings and occupants over the years detailed by Garth.

Garth is Linton’s resident historian, having taught history at 
Linton Village College for many years and founding the Linton 
and District Historical Society in 1984. Garth’s book Linton in 
Pictures (edited by Norman Dann) was published in 2006. So it 
is not surprising that in 2008 he received an MBE for his services 
to local history.

Well, we chose the wrong weekend to drag Garth away from 
hearth and home (it was literally blowing a gale) and so we pre-
sented him with his Amazon token at his hearth and home. We are 
reliably informed that the token will be spent on books, probably 
of an historical nature.

Meanwhile the team celebrated another year’s hard work with 
tea and home-made cakes (and a little bubbly).

Fran Armes, Editor
PS We would welcome tales of past times in Linton if any 

readers or their family or acquaintance have them.

DOING more to look after our own health and care helps us 
stay well and independent. 

But lots of people want better information on what to do and 
where to find support, as well encouragement and inspiration. 

To help fill that gap, a free event for people across Cam-
bridgeshire and Peterborough is being held at St Neots on 
Monday, 30th March. 

It offers over 20 information stalls, free health checks, 
gentle exercise taster sessions, plus a crafting session.

What, Where, How? is a free drop-in event running from 
10am to 3pm at the Priory Centre, Priory Lane, St Neots PE19 
2BH. 

Come along and discover 
• Technology gadgets and mobile apps to help you track 

your health, diet, well-being or find advice.
• Care providers and support organisations.
• Benefits help for disabled people and their carers.
• Sports and fitness ideas for all ages and abilities.
• Expert information and independence ideas for people 

with sensory loss. 
• How to get on the road to a healthier, fitter lifestyle.
Have fun learning something new
• Try Zumba Gold, a fun, chair-based workout to music.
• Have a go at Boccia, the Paralympic sport that’s a bit 

like seated bowls.
• Enjoy making a card or two, and maybe new friends , 

in our relaxing crafting session.
The event is being run by Healthwatch Cambridgeshire 

and Peterborough’s five adult social care Partnership Boards. 
These involve carers, older people and people with physical 
disabilities, sensory issues and learning disabilities in improv-
ing local social care services.

For more information Contact Debbie or Graham at Health-
watch on 0330 355 1285 (local rate) or by email on 

enquiries@healthwatchcambspboro.co.uk
Kari Payne

Communications Officer
Healthwatch Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

Growing carrots 
and growing people

Camera Club
Community Cafe

Linton News Editor presents Garth with his retirement gift

OUR speaker, Marion Leeper, tells stories for a 
living.  These she learned from her mother, Ann, a 
costume designer, so Marion grew up in the green 
room surrounded by actors.  Marion skilfully 

interwove three stories – a fairy story, a true story about her 
mother’s life, and a Portuguese Cinderella-type folk tale.

A fairy appeared to a rich, bored, discontented lady who asked 
her to change the colour of her room which she did by stamping 
her foot.  This happened again and again, each time a different 
colour, until the lady asked for a black room.  Whereupon the 
fairy stamped everything in the room away.  

Marion’s mother travelled through Europe to Poland just after 
the war to work for a relief agency, was adopted by a Polish fam-
ily, fell in love and married.  She remembered seeing the Russian 
tanks rolling into Warsaw. Her husband died after being attacked 
by an intruder in their room. Ann returned to England and later 
married again to a consul and travelled all over the world.  

The title The kitchen cat refers to the daughter of a widowed 
Portuguese aristocrat who married his daughter’s governess, but 
it was an unhappy marriage and the lord went away.  His daugh-
ter was cruelly treated by her stepmother.  One day a prince 
was visiting from another country and gave a ball, to which the 
kitchen cat (gatina), dressed only in rags, could not go.  A fairy 
godmother appeared, waved a wand and conjured up a fabulous 
dress.  Gatina want to the ball, captured the heart of the prince, 
left behind a silk shoe, but was eventually found by the prince, 
and they married.

At our next meeting on 3rd March, our speaker will be Dr W 
Block of the Cambridgeshire Bee Keepers Association, his talk 
entitled Fun With Bees.  Why not come along and join us.  Or 
come as a visitor for a small fee.  You will be welcome.

Sally Probets, 891021

 The kitchen cat

AT our February meeting we had a very interesting speaker, 
Karen Reid, who gave lots of information about how scam-
mers work and about how, if possible, to avoid them.

Many scams are by telephone, about your bank account, 
but also by casual callers at the door. 

The main tips she gave included (as well as just putting 
the phone down if you suspect a scam) - to check with your 
bank from another phone (as scammers stay on the line and 
appear to answer from your bank’s number) and by never 
answering your front door without ensuring your back door 
is locked. 

The talk was followed by our usual afternoon tea and 
raffle. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 10th March at 
2pm at the Chalklands Centre, when we shall have a speaker 
from Anglia Water. 

We always welcome new members, and if you would like 
any further information, please contact us on the number 
below. 

Jean Mannion, 893595.

Linton VIP’s

Self-care and well-being event

Photo taken by Ron Pitkin

The Cambridgeshire charity
 for local people with 

low vision and blindness
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POT POURRI 180
 
 COUNTRY MATTERS

Text by Oriel O’Loughlin and illustrated by Maureen Williams

Few in Linton can have failed to see or hear 
magpies - in our house it’s “there’s that wretch-

Magpies and the Big Garden Watch

ed magpie again”. Why do they have such a bad reputation? 
Magpies, Latin name Pica Pica, are corvids, along with crows, 

rooks, jays and jackdaws, and one of the most intelligent species 
in the world. 

They are one of the very few creatures to recognise themselves 
in a mirror, and they are exquisitely beautiful, unmistakeable 

with their glossy blue wings, long tail and iridescent markings. 
They are widespread in woods, bushes, farms, parks and gar-

dens, and their numbers grow faster in urban areas due to lack 
of obvious threats. They are known for picking up shiny objects 
simply out of curiosity, and are persistent, noisy and conspicu-
ous predators. They cackle relentlessly, and gather in tree tops. 
If there is any disturbance in the garden, the magpie is usually 
at the root of it. Poor Ben was traumatised by a magpie flying 
straight in front of him, baby blackbird in its strong bill, hotly 
pursued by 2 desperate parents.  

In summer they eat spiders, worms, leatherjackets, beetles, 

SOME of you may have participated in the RSPB Garden Watch 
at the end of January. I was looking at the results of the 2019 
survey, and was interested to see magpies slipping in at Number 
10. For the statisticians, here is the pecking order. The first num-
ber is how many were seen in the garden, and the second is the 
percentage of gardens in which the birds were seen.

House sparrow: 4.4 / 63%
Starling: 3.1 / 41%
Blue tit: 2.6 / 77%
Blackbird: 2.3 / 87%
Woodpigeon: 2.3 / 77%
Goldfinch: 1.8 / 34%
Great tit: 1.5 / 58%
Robin: 1.3 / 82%
Chaffinch: 1.3 / 38%
Magpie: 1.2 / 54%

flies, caterpillars and worms, and in winter 
wild fruits, berries, grains and household 
scraps. They can also store excess food in 
gutters and roof eaves. 

Groups are called parliaments, and they 
sound the alarm against cats, patrolling 
lawns and flower beds in a proprietorial 

manner. Gamekeepers used to control their numbers, but since 
the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act, they have been protected. 

In folklore they are said to be in league with the Devil and 
many stories abound about them. My favourite is that the magpie 
refused to enter Noah’s Ark, preferring to stay on the roof and 
swear loudly throughout the Flood.

Pot Pourri 180 - How many Money Bags to the 
Bank?
I HAD to take £164 in a number of bags to the bank. The 
£164 was split (in whole £s) into bags such that I could ask 
for any amount between £1 and £164, and nothing over 
£164, by any number of bags without opening them. What 
were the minimum number of bags I deposited?
Pot Pourri 179 - An Average test
There were eight tests.         Urania

A1307:UPGRADES to the road are moving forward. The east-
bound bus lane and speed limit changes outside Linton are now 
implemented, along with the upgraded foot/cycle path next to the 
road. Work has begun on the traffic lights at the top of Linton 
High Street and will continue for up to six weeks.

Local Plan Consultation: The next phase of public consul-
tation on South Cambs’ forthcoming Local Plan ran until 24th 

February. This document will mould how South Cambridgeshire 
will look for the next few decades. See:

www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/greater-cambridge-local-plan/
Council Tax Bill : South Cambs is trying to encourage people 

to receive their council tax bill digitally, rather than a paper copy. 
As an incentive there is an iPad up for grabs to those who do sign 
up at:www.scambs.gov.uk/council-tax/sign-up-for-council-tax-e-
billing-to-win-an-apple-ipad/

East-West Rail: The new rail line between Oxford and Cam-
bridge will be named East-West rail. It will follow what is known 
as the Northern Route and will enter Cambridgeshire via Cam-
bourne, and then south down the side of the city to link up with 
the new Cambridge South Station at Addenbrookes.

Cambridge South Station Consultation: The consultation 
by Network Rail on the details of the new station ran until 2nd 
March. Full details at: 

www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-routes/anglia/
cambridge-south-station

Three free trees: In its bid to achieve its carbon neutral tar-
get, the District Council is offering each parish in South Cam-
bridgeshire three free trees to plant in their village. It’s a small 
step but one in the right direction as well as an indication that it 
is taking this seriously.

Councillors Henry and John Batchelor

Your Councillors’ March report

Test your smoke alarm!
DID you know that you should test your smoke alarms at least 
once a month? Or that you should have smoke alarms on every 
floor of your home? Or that Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue 
Service do free home visits to make sure your home is fire safe? 
It only takes one accident to start a fire. Fire kills. Let’s prevent it.
Visit this website for helpful tips and advice:

https://firekills.campaign.gov.uk/
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service offers FREE Safe 

and Well visits across Cambridgeshire. A Safe and Well visit lasts 
no longer than an hour, at a convenient time for you, carried out 
by trained staff. During the visit we will:
• Talk to you about fire safety in the home
• Check your property to identify any fire hazards
• Check that you have at least one working smoke alarm on 

each level of your home
• Fit free ten-year smoke alarms as appropriate
• Provide you with fire safety advice and show you how to 

test your smoke alarms
• Talk about escape plans
• Provide advice, or link you into organisations that can help 

you, if you need support with other issues such as health, 
wellbeing or crime prevention.

To find out if you are eligible for a visit, call us on 01480 
444500 or 0800 9179994, email us at firefire@cambsfire.gov.uk. 

What’s on at Wandlebury
Sunday 22nd March from 11am -3.30pm

JOIN us as we explore the habitats of Wandlebury Country Park. 
Learn from interactive displays and talks from our conservation 
partners, and meet the team that works to safeguard Wandlebury’s 
Wildlife. This is a free drop in event for all ages in conjunction 
with Cambridge Science Festival. Donations welcome.

This event is based at the Stables Education Centre and Pad-
dock in Wandlebury Country Park.

Monday 6th April to Wednesday 8th April, 8.30am to 4pm 
Holiday Bushcraft at Wandlebury is designed for children  aged 

five to 12 and is run by experienced qualified teachers from Wild 
Thyme and Embers, who will inspire children and share their 
knowledge and skills of surviving in the wild. There is a cost. 
Per child per day.

All basic bushcraft techniques suitable for this age range 
will be taught.

Children need to bring a packed lunch and large water bottle 
(which can be refilled throughout the day) and dress for the 
weather. Wild Thyme will take care of everything else includ-
ing providing all specialist equipment.Please book via the Wild 
Thyme and Embers http://www.wildthymeandembers.co.uk/
holiday-bushcraft-club/

Friday 10th April, 7pm – 11pm 
Star and Mouse Outdoor Cinema showing Rocketman
Travelling boutique cinema, Star and Mouse shall be return-

ing to Wandlebury Country Park for another blockbuster biopic 
this Good Friday. 

Rocketman is a film Starring Taron Egerton, Jamie Bell and 
Richard Madden. It has a film Rating of R

Gates open from 7pm, giving movie-goers plenty of time to 
get parked up, find a seat, grab a drink from the bar and  take 
a pre-film walk around the grounds, with added extras such as 
live music and giant garden games before snuggling underneath 
the stars. It’s a good idea to wrap up warm so take a blanket to 
snuggle underneath. 

Dogs are welcome
Please note that due to strict licensing legislation regarding 

waste management, picnics are not allowed on site
Tickets can be booked via the PPF website cambridgeppf.org

WE continue our strong start to the year by getting three 
of our newly qualified cadets airborne within the first few 
days of achieving their first-class cadet classification. A 
few comments from our first time flyer cadets:

Cadet Vellacott: “Flying was the most exhilarating ex-
perience I have ever had. Only when you have completed 
a flight for yourself can you truly appreciate the wonder 
of aviation.” 

Cadet Spall: “I was able to go flying in a Grob Tutor 
two-seater aircraft. I went to RAF Cranwell and actually 
flew the plane! At first I was nervous but after doing it I 
am eager to go again.”

Cadet Sainsbury: “It was amazing. The weather was 
fantastic, and I got a chance to fly the plane. The instruc-
tor did some aerobatics with me - loop the loop, barrel 
rolls, and more.”

Continuing with the aviation theme, Linton fulfilled 
six part task trainer allocations where ground school, in-
cluding principles of flight training, along with practical 
glider simulations, resulted in various blue and bronze 
wings awards.

Our presentation evening was a success and it always 
amazes me to see how much the squadron achieves in 12 
months. As Training Officer, it is my favourite event of the 
year. Every cadet on squadron was awarded a new badge, 
qualification, promotion or award.

The squadron moves from strength to strength with the 
appointment of two new Cadet Forces Commissions. Deb-
bie Keenan and I successfully completed uniformed staff 
training and assessments resulting in being appointed as 
Acting Pilot Officer (RAFAC).

We are always welcoming new cadets to the squadron, 
so if you are aged twelve and in year 8, or older, please get 
in touch about joining - see my details below.

Bradley Wright, Acting Pilot Officer (RAFAC)
Training Officer, 07943 873272 

Training.2523@aircadets.org

07917 890752

PSH 
Electrical 
Services

Rewires, New builds, Extra 
lights, Extra sockets, Repair 

works, Garden lighting, 
Showers

Registered NIC EIC domestic 
installer

email 
pshelectrical27@gmail.com

telephone 07867980738

Interior/Exterior Decorating
Fencing, Guttering 

Turfing, Garden Clearance 
Lawn & Hedge Cutting

Decking & Patio Cleaning
Patios & Driveways

Call on 
 (01223) 892889 
or 07973 294946

No job too small...

 

 

 
 

N.C.H.QUALIFIED 
 

All garden maintenance including: 

 
Weeding – Mowing 

Hedge cutting - Turfing 

Garden clearance 

Shed /fence treatment 

Hard/soft landscaping 

 

 
For a friendly 

professional service  

please call: 
 

 
 

Darryl Tilling 
 

01223 892133 
or 

07981 904895 07932 021277

MOBILE 
CHIROPRACTIC 

SERVICE
GCC-Registered Chiropractor

ALEXANDER M SMITH 
01223 967565

SOUTH CAMBS AREA 
(Based in Linton)

 Effective care in the comfort of your home
    - Low back pain & sciatica
    - Neck pain & headaches
    - Muscle spasm/tension
    - Shoulder & Knee pain
    - Postural problems
www.alexandersmithchiropractor.co.uk

Steve Webb
Painter & Decorator 

Now upcycled furniture 
painted to your 
requirements 

Excellent present ideas
Call for viewing details

Tel: 01223 893864

Ask Edward
Garden & Home
Routine Garden & Home 

Maintenance 
Gardens cleared, restored 

& enhanced.
Year round garden 

programmes available.
‘No job too small’

For a free estimate & 
friendly service,

Linton based, call
07768701010 or 

Email: 
edwardsgarden1984@

gmail.com

*Carpet Cleaning *Rugs *Stain Removal
*Car Valeting *Caravans *Motor Homes
*Upholstery Cleaning *Stain Protection
*Floor Cleaning / Scrubbing / Sealing / Polishing
*Pressure Washing of Patios Paths & Driveways
*Domestic Cleaning * Top Ups & One Off Cleaning
*Gutter / Fascia Cleaning

*Contract Office Cleaning (Flexible Options)

ProClean
‘Your Complete Cleaning Solution’

TEL: 890433 Mob: 0777 375 8355
74 Bartlow Rd, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4LY

Les Westlake
(exterior only)

Mobile: 07929 501101
Tel: 01223 892866

Westlakes
Painting & Decorating

Clive Westlake
07900 492127

Adam Westlake

Your friendly community fitness and activity sports centre .
With fully equipped cardiovascular, strength and free 
weights suite. In addition we have for hire:
a 3g pitch, 
5 Indoor badminton courts, 
4 Tennis courts, 
2 Sports halls, 
Children’s parties, Dance studio, 
Fitness classes and Function rooms. 
Call 01223 890248 for more information, 
or come down for a tour of our facilities.

Linton Sports Centre
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The Marsh mail

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

S/0073/20/VC,  Jonathan Collins, Land at the back of 36, Back 
Road, Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning per-
mission.
S/0091/20/FL, Martin Pratt, 7, Hillway, Single storey rear ex-
tension.
S/0133/20/FL, Mr & Mrs Nick Wolmark, 4, Emsons Close, Two 
storey rear extension
S/0206/20/FL,  Nicola Palmer, 24, Rivey Way, Conversion of 
Existing extension into Semi-Detached Dwelling complete with 
Front and Rear Extensions and Single Storey Rear Extension to 
the existing house.
S/0282/20/TC,  Donnan, Linton Rectory, Church Lane, Ash 
- T1 - Reduce crown by 30%, (4m approx) overcrowded and 
outgrowing i’t situation. Ash - A2 - Reduce crown by 30%, (4m 
approx) overshadows property. Sycamore - S1 - Remove front 
branch that leans out over the garden at 45 degrees. Sycamore 
- S2 - Fell, grown too tall and slender as was in crowded area. 
Sycamore - S3 - Fell, grown too tall and slender as was in crowded 
area. Conifer - C1 - Reduce height by 30% (3-4m approx). Nor-
way Spruce - SP1 - Reduce height by 30% (3-4m approx). Wil-
low - W1 - Re-pollard to previous pollarding points. Alder - A1 
- Fell, leans 45 degrees over garden away from other trees in the 
group. Alders - A2 to A8 - Reduce height by 30% (3-4m approx).

Bartlow scandals – The libellous rector

Linton and District Historical Society

THIS year is the 75th anniversary of the last year of World War 
2. Some dates, such as VE Day on 8th May, will be celebrations; 
other dates have been, and will be, commemorated in a very 
different spirit. 

Monday 27th January was Holocaust Memorial Day and marks 
the date of the liberation of Auschwitz by the Soviet Army. 
Throughout the week the College held assemblies, and Year 7 
Religious Studies lessons focussed on the Shoah or calamity of 
the Nazi’s attempted genocide. The Holocaust is a grim reminder 
of what humans are capable of doing to each other and that is 
exactly the reason why we are required to teach it. Understanding 
the Holocaust is essential in helping students realise why we must 
treat others as equals and protect the vulnerable. Students never 
forget learning about the Holocaust and I hope that continues to 
be the case. If we succeed in that, perhaps the Jewish prayer of 
Never Again will be fulfilled.

February was also LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans-
gender) History Month. In the 25 years I have been teaching, the 
shift in attitudes around LGBT issues has been nothing less than 
monumental. Legislation and new media attitudes have been sig-
nificant in influencing change. Students who identify themselves 
as LGBT do so in an environment that is unrecognisable to the 
one that existed a quarter of a century ago. In fact, the shift has 
been so great, that part of the point of LGBT History Month is 
to remind and educate students that some of our great historical 
figures, such as Alan Turing, had to contend with levels of preju-
dice that meant their contributions and identities were hidden.

LVC places huge value on enriching the students’ curriculum 
and we are fortunate to have staff that supports that ethos. Dur-
ing the February half term over 120 students went on the LVC 
ski trip. It is a major organisational feat led by Mr Kerley, the 
Head of PE, and 15 other staff who gave up their break. To see 
the students’ faces when they return is wonderful and the trip is 
always amongst the students’ top memories. 

By the time you are reading this, 40 of our Year 10 students 
will be on their GCSE Chateau trip in France for a week. There is, 
quite simply, no substitute for being immersed in another culture 
to accelerate students’ language acquisition. Having said that, as 
with the ski trip, it doesn’t just happen.  Once again the support 
staff at LVC have been putting in the hours with Mrs Fenn in the 
Finance Team bearing the brunt of the work. Schools at their best 
are genuinely extraordinary places, where dedicated staff make 
special things happen for our young people – we are fortunate to 
have such staff working at LVC.

Mr Doug Brechin, Assistant Principal

AT our first meeting in 2020 
we welcomed local historian 
Jennifer Hirsh, who gave us 
a wonderful insight to David 
Lane, without whom there 
would never have been an 
Abington Pottery or a story to 
tell. 

David was always reluctant 
to have pictures of him at work 
but, even so, Jennifer was able 
to photograph him at work in 
his beloved workshop, which 
was originally given to him by 
local farmer Ivan Clarke many 
years ago and remains there to-
day, a year after David passed 
away at the age of 90. 

David Lane was born in 
Ilford, Essex in 1928. Pottery 
was to become his keen inter-
est and, after taking a teacher 

THE Reverend Joseph Hall 
was the incumbent and Patron 
of the Living of St Mary’s 
from 1782 until his death in 
1828. A lovely man by all 
accounts. When his brother-
in-law died, he took his sister 
and her children to live with 
him at Bartlow Rectory. He 
supported charities from the 
relief of the poor in Ireland to 
roof repairs at Addenbrooke’s 
hospital. He was a magistrate 
and most unlikely criminal 
– a saintly Rector presiding 
over his happy flock.

But trouble was brew-
ing. In 1802, a Cambridge 
Professor moved into Bart-
low House and became Rev 
Hall’s neighbour. When the 
Rector welcomed the new ar-
rival, he found he was also a 
Christ’s College man. He and 
the Professor, Doctor Busick 
Harwood, became friends and 
Dr Harwood, who was both 
scientist and art collector, 
even gave the Rector one of 
his pictures.

Originally apprenticed to 
an apothecary, Harwood had 
subsequently qualified as a 
surgeon and made his fortune 
in the Indian Medical Service 
treating local princes. He re-
turned to England for health 
reasons and could then af-
ford to go to University. Af-
ter graduating in the 1780s he 
became a Fellow of the Royal 
Society based on his thesis on 
blood transfusions. He stayed 
on at Cambridge, eventually 

becoming both Professor of 
Anatomy and Downing Pro-
fessor of Medicine.

He was renowned at the 
University for his public ex-
periments. The most famous 
took place in the lecture 
theatre in the Old Botanic 
Gardens involving a blood 
transfusion between a sheep 
and a dog. He bled out the 
dog and then infused into it 
the blood of a conveniently 
adjacent sheep – the climax 
being when the recipient dog, 
having completely recovered, 
leapt off the table and trotted 
home.

Described as a popular 
bon viveur – witty but very  
licentious in conversation, 

eccentric and quarrelsome, it 
is difficult to imagine a less 
likely companion for Rev 
Hall and the friendship didn’t 
last.

In 1806 Harwood, now Sir 
Busick Harwood, decided to 
move the Churchway foot-
path further away from his 
house and much nearer to 
Rectory garden. Rev Hall ob-
jected but Sir Busick moved 
it anyway. The new fence was 
visible from Rev Hall’s study 
window. Relations deterio-
rated further when Sir Busick 
hung a human skeleton on it 
(something he had no trouble 
acquiring in his line of work). 
Poor old Rev Hall was beside  
himself. He returned the 

picture he had been given and 
wrote a very stiff letter.

In it he told Sir Busick he 
was an embarrassment to the 
village, an ingrate, mean and 
unchristian in his behaviour. 
Sir Busick responded by is-
suing a Writ in the Court of 
Kings Bench for criminal li-
bel. Rev Hall pleaded guilty 
at the first hearing and offered 
profuse apologies which Sir 
Buswick rejected. The Rev-
erend listed the mitigating 
circumstances – his mortifi-
cation at Sir Busick’s hands 
and, particularly, the skeleton. 
Affidavits were filed by a vast 
number of gentlemen both 
clergy and laity of the first 
distinction as to his excellent 
character as a Christian, a di-
vine, a magistrate and a man. 
A fine was imposed and Rev 
Hall had a criminal record.

Sir Busick left the village 
almost immediately and be-
came Vice Master of Down-
ing College where he lived 
and eventually died seven 
years later in 1814.

Rev Hall outlived him by 
14 years and on his death left 
a detailed will which con-
firmed his kindly character. 
He provided for all his ser-
vants, his widowed sister, 
his niece and nephew before 
setting up a trust of 19 guin-
eas (currently worth just over 
£2,000) for the relief of the 
poor of Bartlow.
Gilly Cunningham, Bartlow

gillycunningham@talktalk.net

Bartlow rectory No longer standing
Picture supplied by Gilly 

Abington Pottery 
training course, and travelling 
extensively, it was to become 
his life time career. 

In 1964 he was invited by 
the Rural Industrial Bureau to 
view some 500-year-old, Grade 
2 listed cottages owned by the 
Cambridge Cottage Improve-
ment Society in the village of 
Abington. Obviously seeing 
the potential, David moved in 
with his wife and young family.

 Much hard work went into 
altering the buildings and facil-
ities plus the workshop needed 
for the Abington Pottery to be-
come successful. In addition, 
Abington Pottery became a 
familiar stall two days a week 
on Cambridge Market Square 
for 40 years.

Jennifer had brought along 

a small selection of her own 
pots, jugs and plates made by 
David, and concluded the eve-
ning by showing pictures fea-
turing the designs and patterns, 
so distinctive of the Abington 
Pottery. 

Like most excellent works 
of art, the Fitzwilliam Museum 
holds a piece of his work and 
rightly so. 

Join us for more local his-
tory at 7.30pm on Tuesday 17th 
March in Linton village hall, 
Coles Lane when Dr Richard 
Paden presents Cambridge 
Instruments Horace Darwin’s 
Toyshop – a History and Leg-
acy

Margaret Creek 893915, 
ldhscambs@pobroadband.

co.uk 

DESIGNER DRAPES

Local Curtain &
 Blind Specialist
01223 890556

Springfield House B&B
14/16 Horn Lane, Linton

River views from 
bedrooms & guest lounge: 

 01223 891383
www.springfieldhouselinton.

com

WATERCOLOUR 
PAINTING

Explore the magical world of water-
colour painting with an 

experienced artist, in the 
comfort of your own home.
For details, please contact: 

Susan Mackenzie (01223) 891521 or: 
sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

L,NTON 3A9,N* &OM3ANY 
YOUR LOCAL LANDSCAPING

BLOCK PAVING & PATIO 
SPECIALIST.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Int/Ext Painting, General Repairs
 FRIENDLY  SERVICE.
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: Andre Jacobs

  

 01223 890060

   07765 594398

Mob:
07765 594398
Office: 
01440 702498

Neil Claxton
Painting & Decorating

Interior/Exterior
Rooms Emulsioned 

from £120
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01223 893487
Mobile: 07724073045

 E-mail:
n.claxton925@btinternet.com

A J Pest Control Ltd                                                  
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants, 
Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

Tel: 01799 542 505     Mobile: 07855478824  
E-mail: info@ajpestcontrol.com www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

07958657300
The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and services, more 
details of which are set out on the group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The ‘St. James’s Place Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and 

‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives

01223 892821
E-mail: ian.cross@sjpp.co.uk   Website: www.de-saliswealth.co.uk

De-Salis House, 6 Hillway, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4JE

Personal Financial Planning – Pension Planning
Investment Planning – Protection Planning

Ian Cross DipPFS

De-Salis Wealth Management
Associate Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

SPECIALIST ADVICE ON
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Parish Council Matters Parish Council Matters is 
written, edited and

published by the Parish Council 
with the support of the 
Linton News Team.

 

Your Parish Needs You! 

PARISH Councils are the layer of government that is closest to 
the people. We share our MP with around 80,000 people, have 
one county councillor and two district councillors, whom we also 
share with several neighbouring villages. 
Our parish councillors are concerned with Linton alone, have 
no conflicting interests, and are the easiest point of contact for 
residents with a problem or an idea they wish to promote.

At the moment, we have ten councillors and vacancies for up 
to five more. We meet monthly in the Cathodeon Centre, with 
some additional meetings for committees and working parties that 
members can join if they wish. This allows members to focus on 
their particular interests – work with young or elderly people, for 
example, or the development of village facilities – while keeping 
in touch with the village as a whole. 

TIER ONE Tree Survey, Annual Review-  A meeting with 
Argenta Tree Services Ltd to review the work identified in the 
triennial safety survey of trees under the responsibility of LPC.
Present: Cllrs Kate Kell (Tree Warden) and Enid Bald (Reserve 
Tree Warden) and Mr. Ian Lorman from Argenta Tree Services 
Ltd.

 Urgent and second line work has been done, with some new 
work identified. Advice was given regarding thinning of tree 
groups and pollarding/coppicing as a better way to manage trees, 
rather than shortening of branches (which can lead to loss of form 
and shape). Removal of some shrubs suggested for aesthetic and 
preventative reasons.
Local Highways Initiative - A review panel meeting held by 
Cambridgeshire County Council Highways Department to re-
view applications from Parish Councils for funding requests 
through the Local Highways Initiative Scheme. 
Attended by:  Cllr Enid Bald on behalf of Linton Parish Council. 

LPC had submitted an application to improve and add new 
signage, road markings and other safety measures. Once parking 
restrictions are clearly marked, then enforcement can be initiated.   

The submission was well received by the committee, includ-
ing support for the Rural Transport Hub to alleviate parking 
problems in the village centre. 

In recent years Linton Parish Council have been successful 
with submissions for traffic calming measures at The Grip, safety 
and speed  signs on "gates" at village entrances, dropped kerbs 
and many other improvements.
A1307 Villages Forum - 
Present: Representatives of  nine  villages which are impacted 
by the A1307. Cllrs John and Enid Bald  attended as representa-
tives for Linton Parish Council.

Meeting with the Mayor, James Palmer (JP), who noted that 
only London and this area were net contributors to the economy, 
but investment to infrastructure had always been low; develop-
ment needs concurrent  infrastructure. 

Future housing should be controlled,  envisaged as new 
garden towns, protecting villages and rural character. Where 
would these six new settlements be? One could be in A1307 
area. Transport plans are for high quality, low carbon public 
transport, probably Cam Trams routes with adjacent cycle lanes, 
some using redundant rail routes. 

Dualling of A1307 is not cost effective and now not likely. 
The GCP/City Deal proposals are not under his control (bus 
lanes at Linton, for example) and he asked to be kept informed.

Other matters - Planning Department. We agreed that this 
was performing poorly and insufficient attention was given to 
parish comments. Local Plan consultations are unwelcoming 
to our views. 
SCDC Parish Liaison Meeting - For further information on 
this, please see the Councillors report and Linton Parish Council 
minutes. The "Three Free Trees" initiative is actually a voucher 
for £60. At this time of year potted trees only available, so this 
would buy only one...LPC gets better value by buying bare root 
trees in the Nursery sales!
Conservation Area Re-appraisal - A meeting is being arrnaged 
to review the Conservation Area and put forward any special 
points of interest or elements which Linton Parish Council feel 
should have an impact upon the Outstanding Conservation Area. 
Volunteers interested in Linton's Outstanding Conservation Area  
and places of interest are invited to join the group. Please contact 
the office for further information.  

Enid Bald

BARTLOW Road - It might have been the lead up to Christ-
mas, but Linton Parish Council’s Planning Committee were 
working all through to try to have the perverse SCDC plan-
ning decision  overturned. 
Although Council took legal advice and had a case, the fi-
nancial risks of going to Judicial Review were too great. It is 
sad that finance might limit justice.

LPC does not feel that the decision process was correct 
and have sought to have the decision called in for scrutiny. 
The application was almost identical to the previously refused 
application, and the appeal decision on that has not been made 
- that verdict will be interesting.

Meanwhile, we are watching the Granta rise over the flood-
plain  towards  the base of the spoil heaps - and that after 
really rather modest rainfall...
Paynes Meadow-  The outline application for 26 social hous-
es was refused. Although social and shared equity housing 
would have been welcomed, the effect on the valued land-
scape and  poor design meant that these were not suitable for 
the location. 

Residents, represented by Mark Ganderton, LPC repre-
sented by Enid Bald and supported by Cllrs Batchelor, spoke 
against the application at the SCDC planning meeting. 

Thanks to members of the planning committee who under-
stood the many  issues that led to the refusal.
Horseheath Road -The Reserved Matters application has 
now arrived - S/4418/19/RM - and is available on the SCDC 
planning portal and at LPC offices. Please look at the plans 
and send comments to SCDC, copied to LPC.

Enid Bald

 Reports Round-up 
 January 2020

Planning Updates 
December 2019

It can at times be frustrating – the amount of work that has 
gone into obtaining permission to install some new benches had 
to be experienced to be believed – and we do not always win our 
case when it comes to planning decisions.  We do, though, at least 
have a voice, and that voice depends on people’s willingness to 
volunteer as councillors.

 The reason for writing this short article is to ask you to con-
sider doing so.  

Should you wish to apply, you would need to contact the office 
and discuss this, then normal procedure is to attend one meeting, 
and to be co-opted as a full member for the next one. At a time 
when voluntary service is looked for in job recruitment, this can 
be a good opportunity for a younger person to add to their CV, 
as well as for those of us who are a bit older to put something 
back into the community. 

 We all know how quick and easy it is to put a comment or criti-
cism onto a social media page, but becoming a councillor allows 
us to take things a step further, and begin to try to put things right. 

Meetings are generally efficient and friendly affairs, and com-
pletely free of party politics. I’ve never heard a party point made 
in a council meeting, and don’t expect to.

 So, if you think you might be interested, please get in touch 
with the parish office, who will give you more details, and, if you 
wish, arrange for a chat with an experienced councillor. Don’t 
think it’s not for you, and don’t be shy – if you’re interested in 
Linton and want to contribute to its future, we’d love to hear 
from you.

 Cllr John Bald, vice-chairman.

Image from Perranzabuloe Parish Council

an

IN LAST month’s Parish Council Matters there was an article 
about the Annual Meeting of the Parish. 

Unfortunately, due to circumstances it became necessary to 
adjust the date. 

The final date is now set to be on Thursday 9th April 2020 at 
7:30pm at Linton Village Hall. please accept our apologies for 
the confusion. 

There will be brief update from each of the organisations that 
recieved funding from both last year and this year and there will 
be a chance to raise any questions or points for discussion with 
the Parish Council. We hope to see you there!

Clerk

Adjustment to date of Annual 
Parish  Meeting

What’s happening in Linton?
DOG FOULING......and it needs to stop!

There have been several complaints made recently to the Par-
ish Council office regarding the issue of dog fouling throughout 
the village. The Parish Council is looking at ways it can assist in 
combatting this issue, in conjunction with South Cambridgeshire 
District Council. This includes considering aspects such as ad-
ditional signage, additional dog litter bins throughout the village 
and dog litter bag dispensers. 

However, there is only so much that the Parish Council can 
do to try to prevent this. The overall responsibility of this comes 
down to the dog owners themselves within Linton. 

So we ask please, pick up after your dog!  Under the Dogs 
(Fouling of Land) Act 1996 it is an offence for anyone to allow a 
dog to foul and not clear it up.  If you see this happening, please 
report this to Envirocrime at

https://scambs-framwork.egovhub.net/ENVIROCRIME
REPORTINGFORM/launch

Clerk

Residential Sales and Lettings 
x Local Linton Office 
x Cambridge Office 
x Specialists: Linton & Local Villages 
x 20 Years Experience 
Do You Need Help With Your Property? 

www.admiralestates/linton�

ADMIRAL  ESTATES 

Call us Now:  01223 891227  

Working with Terry Waite 
& Emmaus Cambridge 

For enquiries please call
Mobile:

07961 342887
Tel: 01223 892089

georgedye738@btconnect.com
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LINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
The Village Hall, Coles Lane, Linton, 

Cambridge CB21 4JS Tel: 891001 
 Clerk to the council – Ms Kathryn Wiseman

 Email: enquiries@linton-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.lintoncambridgeshire-pc.gov.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/lintonpc
Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday 9am – 12noon. Closed on a Thursday.  
Full Council meetings are held at the Cathodeon 

Centre, commencing at 7.30pm on the third Thurs-
day of the month, except for August.

GLENWOOD
BOLTS & SCREWS LTD

 www.glenwoodbolts.co.uk

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
FASTENERS, FIXINGS & 
SILVERLINE TOOLS

8nit 2 /intecK &ourt
TKe *rip ,ndustrial (state� /inton 

&ambridge� &%21 4;N
Tel: 01223 89209� � 893931

Fax: 01223 894122

HOME SELECTION
FREE MEASURING & 

ESTIMATING
All types of flooring 

available
Tel: 01223 893634

Mobile: 07885 173113

NRS CARPETSClearTax
&  A C C O U N T I N G  L T D

Quality, friendly accounting 
services and taxation advice.

Sole trader and small 
company specialist.

Free initial consultation

The Granary, 
Yews Farm Yard, Hadstock

t: 01223 894036 
e: janine@cleartax.co.uk

www.cleartax.co.uk

Singing Lessons
Sarah Rosewell 
BA (Hons) Music

Individual singing lessons 
available for all ages 

and abilities
Whether towards exams or 

purely for pleasure
 * CRB Checked
 * Based in Linton

For more information contact:
Sarah on 01223 894861

Email:
 sarahrosewell@hotmail.com

All roofing repairs, lead-
work, renewal of pitched or 

flat roofs
New guttering, 

repairs/unblocking
Free estimates before any 

work commenced
25 years + Experience

Tel: 01223 892542
Mob: 07958 618440

KJL Roofing
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Parish Council Matters - Council Meeting Minutes
ABBREVIATED minutes of the Linton Parish Council (LPC/
PC) meeting held at the Cathodeon Centre on Thursday 16th 

January 2020 at 7:30pm.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr Kate Kell
Councillors’ Declarations of Interest: Cllrs Chris Hine and 
Paul Poulter declared a prejudicial interest in item 163/19/20b, 
the Horseheath Road planning application. 
Councillor Vacancies; Formal notification of the resignation 
of Councillor Carol Campbell. As a result of this there are now 
five vacancies available for co-option.  
Chairman’s Comment: Happy New Year to Councillors and 
parishioners! Cllr John Bald was thanked for assisting in the 
contact with the Police Commissioner regarding the issues 
with planning down Bakers Lane. 

The Chairman continued that members of the Parish have 
every right to contact the Parish Council should the issues not 
be being addressed from other elements of Local Government. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Enid Bald, Chairman of the 
Planning Committee, for all her hard work on the Bartlow 
Road planning application. District Councillor John Batchelor 
was also thanked for his continued support regarding the Bart-
low Road planning application as well as for the excellent job 
of chairing the South Cambridgeshire District Council Plan-
ning Committee meeting where the Paynes Meadow planning 
application was considered. The meeting was conducted very 
professionally and summed up very well. 

Finally, Cllr Brian Cox (Dr) was thanked for his assistance 
with the panels in the churchyard. 
Open Forum for Public Participation None
To Approve minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
the 12th December 2019. Cllr John Bald proposed the minutes, 
Cllr Lee Gardner seconded. Agreed with one abstention.  
Matters Arising/Clerk’s Report: Update on phone line con-
tracts, call plan and new broadband provider. The provider 
has now been changed to Onecom and an additional line is 
being fitted. Noted. 

Notice of the new meeting table in Village Hall meeting 
room to allow for more meetings to be held at the PC office. 
A new table has been purchased for the meeting room on the 
first floor of the Village Hall, this should allow for meetings 
to be held more frequently at the Village Hall. Noted.

Update on the new office PC’s and thanks to Cllr Lee Gard-
ner for his assistance. Cllr Lee Gardner has kindly built a 
specification for the two new desktop computers for the of-
fice. This has actually come in under budget so the Clerk shall 
continue to process the order.  Noted.
Consideration and formal adoption of the Councillor and 
Staff expenses policy. Councillors reviewed this document 
and made the decision that they felt you should not have one 
policy that applies to both staff and Councillors so this should 
be split into two separate policies. Clerk to bring back to the 
next meeting for re-review.       
Planning Matters
Consideration of the Planning Committee minutes from 
the meeting of the 12th December 2019. Noted. 
Horseheath Road 

Update on the Planning application for Horseheath Road, 
application reference S/4418/19/RM, for the erection of 42 
dwellings including the provisions of 0.45ha for allotments on 
the land south of Wheatsheaf Barn, Horseheath Road, follow-
ing the Planning Committee meeting of Linton Parish Council.  
Verbal update from the Chairman of the Planning Committee, 
Councillor Enid Bald. 

The developers have met with Linton Parish Council twice 
now, and it is felt that a lot of issues have been dealt with, 
however, when the application was formally received there 
were still some issues that have not been dealt with that re-
quired addressing. 

There were no archaeology or heritage assessment or re-
port included and the traffic issues were not addressed. The 
concerns pertaining to the gradient of the slope of the road 

and there are concerns that Cambridgshire County Council 
Highways may not adopt the road due to this. The ransom 
strip of land is causing issues with some of the residents from 
Lonsdale. 
Agreement of the Parish Council to support the recom-
mendation of the Planning Committee regarding the de-
cision on the Horseheath Road application; The Planning 
Committee has reviewed the application and despite the fact 
that many of the issues had been addressed, there were still 
several aspects which are cause for concern. 
It was felt that if the Parish Council did not object, then these 
issues may not be reviewed or addressed. As a result, the Plan-
ning Committee had objected to the application and asked for 
this to go to the SCDC Planning Committee to be considered. 

 Council were then asked to vote on whether they agreed 
with this decision and wish to progress the objection. Cllr 
Enid Bald proposed that Linton Parish Council continue with 
the onjection and request this is taken to SCDC full Planning 
Committee, Cllr Amy Smith seconded, put to a vote with seven 
in favour and two abstentions. Agreed to support the decision 
of the Planning Committee.                                                                                                           
Bartlow Road Planning Applications

Update on the planning appeal, reference APP/
W0530/W/19/3235259 for Bartlow Road planning appli-
cation S/2487/18/RM. Verbal update from the Chairman of 
the Planning Committee, Councillor Enid Bald.  

There is currently no further update on the appeal avail-
able, however the Clerk is monitoring the progress on the 
Planning Inspectorate website and has been in touch with the 
Case Officer. 
Update on planning application S/2501/19/RM, following 
the decision not to hold the extra-ordinary council meeting 
originally scheduled for the 20th December 2019. Verbal 
update from the Vice-chairman, Councillor John Bald and 
the Chairman of the Planning Committee, Councillor Enid 
Bald.  Following the advice from the barrister and severe time 
restraints the decision was made by the Chairman and Vice-
chairman to cancel the meeting. 

The barrister advised that there was a case, however it was 
not strong enough to assure that Linton Parish Council would 
win. Sadly, as it is public money it was felt that this was too 
great a risk to progress with. The application was requested to 
be called into review by the Scrutiny Committee. 

Linton Parish Council has also requested that this be called 
in twice.

Cllr E Bald requested permission to take this to the Om-
budsman, this was proposed by Cllr E Bald, seconded by Cllr 
Amy Smith, put to a vote. Agreed.      .  

1 Horseheath Road, planning application reference 
S/0793/18/FL. 3C Shared Services re comments on the pro-
posed application for road names. The Clerk was requested 
to respond and request more time to allow the Parish Council 
time to consult with the village historian for advice on road 
names which bear importance for Linton. 

District & County Councillors’ Reports & Business Ver-
bal update and consideration of Written reports submitted 
for January 2020. 

Update on the A1307- The cycle route is scheduled to be 
completed at the same time as the Hildersham crossroad lights. 
This has been delayed due to an issue with the land acquire-
ment as this is being completed through compulsory purchase. 
This is now due to be continued this summer. 

Network Rail opened a consultation on the railway in the 
south recently, there will be a link in the next months report 
for the consultation information.  

Greater City Partnership and the A1307 – They have re-
cently started some archaeological and ground studies on the 
A1307 that the Parish Council should be aware of in case 
they receive any questions regarding the diggers and work 
equipment.  

SCDC are currently offering three free trees, contact SCDC 

should you wish to take advantage of this. 
 Cllr John Bald left and returned to the meeting on this item. 

The District and County Councillors left the meeting following 
the close of this item.  
Monthly Finance Matters  
Consideration of the minutes of the Finance Committee 
meeting held on the 11th December 2019. The Clerk was 
thanked for the level of detail included now on the agenda 
and reports. Noted.
Confirmation of the date secured for the internal audit with 
Mrs Victoria Waples of Tuesday 23rd June 2020. Noted. 
Traffic and Roadworks Matters 
Correspondence item 3; Parishioner re speeding on Sy-
monds Lane. This was delegated to the Traffic Working Group 
to review and respond.                                                              

Correspondence item 7; Parishioner re speeding and 
pavement condition at the Grip. This was delegated to the 
Traffic Working Group to review and respond.                                           

Correspondence item 27. Parishioner re flooding on 
Hadstock Road. This was delegated to the Traffic Working 
Group to review and respond.                                                              
Consideration of installing speed signs along the main 
road entrances and exits to the village, excluding the High 
Street. Due to the speed equipment from the LHI being por-
table across several locations, this shall be reviewed prior to 
purchasing any other units.                                             

Correspondence items; November 10 and 41 and De-
cember 53. Parishioners emails regarding Market Square. 
Noted. 

Correspondence item 48. motorist email re the speed 
limit threshold and signage on Horseheath Road. This was 
delegated to the Traffic Working Group to review and respond.          
Youth; Consideration of the Monthly report from the Bea-
con Youth Trust for the months of October and November 
2019.Noted. Cllr Lee Gardner to attend the board meeting on 
behalf of Linton Parish Council as Cllr John Bald is unable 
to attend.                                                             
Repairs and Maintenance; Consideration of Horn Lane 
Ford; the track requires repair and building up with the cor-
rect materials. These require reinstating. Cllr Brian Cox and 
Cllr Enid Bald to draft a specification. 
The Clerk to action, without further permission or referral, 
should the project come in under the proposed budget of 
£1,000. This was proposed by Cllr Paul Poulter, seconded by 
Cllr John Bald. Agreed.                                                                                          
Village Enhancement; Consideration of the replacement 
of the barriers on Dodgers Lane. Cllr Enid Bald to draft a 
specification to bring back to a meeting to review.                                                          
Consideration of the date for the Annual meeting of the 
Parish on the 20th April 7:30pm 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 20th 
February 2020. Noted. 
The meeting was closed at 9:11pm. 


